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To the Conforming Pariſhioners of 
CoOTESBAC Hin the County of Leiceſter. 

Dearly Beloved in Chriſt, 

| Ccording to the Directions of my Bleſſed 
Maſter and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt intimated 
in the Parable of the Loſt Sheep (Luke 
15-3, &c.) I did upon my Settling among you make 
it my Firft and Principal Buſineſs ſo Seek and Bring 
back Such as had Gone aſtray from the Flock com- 
mitted to my Care. 

As ſoon as I had by God's bleſſmng been enabled to 
diſcharge that Branch of my Paſtoral Duty as far 
forth as ts mcumbent on me 7 fet my ſelf to con- 
ſider, what way (beſides the Ordinary per formance 
of my Miniſterial Function) 7 might be moſt ſer. 
viceable in Promoting the Eternal Salvation of I hoſe 
among you, whom God hath been pleaſed to Pre. 
ſerve from ( Cutting themſelves off from, or ) For. 
feiting the Great and Glorious Privileages belonging 
to his Church, by Schiſm or a needleſs Separation 
from the Apoſtolical Church of England. 

After mature deliberation _—_— as 7 Judged 
no way more Likely to promote ſo Great an End,than 
giving you a Plain Account of the Grounds of our 
moſt Holy Religion, and that with a peculiar Re- 
ſpe to your Circumſtances of Life : ſo 7 could not 
think a Better method to Guide my ſelf by, than 
T hat obſerved in that Admirable Summary of 
Chriſtian Religion, Our Church-Catechiſm : which | 
though it be taught Young Children, becanſe ir 
contains what is moſt Neceſſary and ſo in the Firſt 
place zo be Known and Prattiſed ; yet is by no means 
ro be Loot d on as Below the molt Aged * 17 1 

Chriſti. 


— 


"I 


| The DEDICATION: | _ 
Chriſtian, becauſe it contains the Principal Doctriues 
% Chriſtianity both as to Belief and Practice, and 


which therefore require our Continual Study and 


moſt Perfect Knowledg and Underſtanding. 
Upon theſe Conſiderations I ſet my ſelf to Review 
the Several Lectures I had given you on the ſaid Ca- 
techiſm, aud to make ſuch Auditions and other Al. 
terations as I juaged Reguiſite in order to Compile 
or put them together into One Plain Syſtem or Body 
of Chriſtianity, more particularly adapted to your 
Uſe and Benefit. Which baving done, I now Pre- 
fent the ſaid Book to you, as a Pledge of my Paſtoral 
Care over you, or a Token of my Sincere and Ten- 
der Concern for your Eternal Salvation, and deſire 


you to Accept aud Make ule of it as Such, by Faith. 


fully Reading it again and again, and Conſcientionſly 
Following the Rules therein contain dl. 

. #hich that you may the Better be enabled to Do, 
T have Compiled Prayers adapted to the ſeveral (Re- 
guijite) Ages of Perſons, and 1o Common Occa- 
ſions; which if faitbfully made uſe of by you, will 
(7 doubt not but) procure God's Grace and Bleſſ;n 
upon you, ſo as to enable you to Live Virtuouſly an 
Godly in this Life, aud thereby to fit and prepare 

you fer to Live for ever Happily and Gloriouſly 
with God zu the Life to come. 

The Attainment of which Blifſiful State, as it is 
what 7 Pray for without ceaſing 10 Cod on your Br. 
half; fo 1 bumbly and heartily Deſire the Prayers 
of you (and All Good Chriſtians) for the ſame on the 


Behalf of «Me, 
Your Faithful, tho' moſt Unworthy, 


Cotetbach, Paſtor and Miniſter in Chriſt, 
Nov. 15. 1706. | 
| EDWARD WELLS. 
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Books Written by the Reverend 
Dr. Wells, and Sold by James 
Knapton at the Crown in St. 
Paul's Church-Yard. 


RaQs Againſt the Diſſeuters, Bound in One 
Volume. Price Three Shillings and Six- 
pence. . | 

His Letter againſt Prophane Swearing. Price 
Two-pence. 

An Hiſtorical Geography of the Old and New 
Teſtament, in Four Volumes Ocravo, with Maps 
and Cuts. Price One Pound Four Shillings. 

His Paraphraſe on the Galatians. Price Two 
Shillings. "80 

On the Romans. Price Two Shillings and 
Si x- pence. 

His Expoſition on the Church-Catechi/m 
Price Six-pence. > 

Prayers on Common Occaſions, appertaining 
to the aforeſaid Expolition. Price Six-pence. a 

His Viſitation· Sermon, Preach'd at Leiceſter. 
Price T wo-pence. 

His Harmonia Grammaticale : Or, A View of 
the Agreement between the Latine and Greek 
Tongues : Written for the Benefit of Young Gen- 
tlemen, Price One Shilling and Six pence. 
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CY 31 | ' 
[Common Chriſttan :: 
Rightly and Plainly InſtruQed in 1 
* | The Grounds of Chriftianity + 

1 o R, 3 4 

An Expoſition on the Church-Catechiſm , q 


more particularly adapted to the Capacities 
and Circumſtances of the Common-People. 


| The INTRODUCTION, 
Queſtion. W HAT is commonly underſtood by 
+ +7: 444414. "if a Catechiſm ? 

Anſwer, By a Catechiſm is commonly underſtood 
an Inſtrution by way of Qzeſtion and Anſwer in the 
Principles (that is, ſuch things as are Firſt or Chiefly | 
to be known) of the Chriſtian Religion. I 

What are the Principles of the Chriftian Re- | 

2 ligion ? 121 
.) 4. They are in general the Geſpci- Covenant and the 
Means of Grace. | 
What is underſtood by the Goſpel· Covenant? 
A. By the Goſpel- Covenant is underſtood that Cov 
nant which God has made known to Mankind in che 
Goſpe!, and into which we are admitted by Bap4iſm, 
{ whence it is alſo called the Baptiſmal Covenant 
2. You ſay that the other General Principł of the 
Chriſtian Religion is the Means of Grace; tell me 
4 - in the firſt place, what the word Grace does 
64 ignity * | 
A: The word Grace does properly ſignify the ſame 
as (a) Favour, in which Senſe it is frequently met 
with in the Bible. But it is alſo taten in the Holy 
criptures, and generally in our Boobs of Devotion, to 
\ ſignify 


n 


. 


— — — ” _ — * 
— m —— — oo wv Av > LAS ͤ2ꝛ—J wa -- 
_ © * - a 


— . 


* —— — — — — 


—— — ren => eo — OG 4 
* — —— 
- 


— 
* 


2 | The IntroduFion. 


ſignify more particularly the (b) 4ſiftance of the Hol 
— and (c) All ſuch Gifts and 2 as — 
in a more eſpecial manner wrought in us by the Con. 
currence of: the Holy Spirit: and hence it is that Faith, 
Hope, and Charity are commonly ſtiled Chriſtian or Spi- 
ritual Graces, (a) Luk. 1, 30. and 2. 52. Rom. 3. 24. 
Eph. 1. 7. and 2. 7, 8, 9. (b) Joh. 1. 17. A8. 15. 11. 
Rom. 1,7, aud in the Salutations of the other Epiſtles. 
1 Cor. 15. 10. (c) Rom. 1. 5. and 12. 3. and 15. 15. 
Gal. 2. 8, 9. 1 Pet. 5. 85. 

2, Having ſeen what is meant by Grace, tell me 


now what is underſtood by the Means of Grace? 


A. By the Means of Grace are to be underſtood ſuch 
Things as God has injoyned us to Obſerve and Do, 
in order to obtain the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, and 


(together with its Concurrence) to beget and in- 


creaſe in us the ſeveral Chriſtian Graces, and thereby 
to increaſe, and for ever ſecure to us God's infinite 
Grace or Favour. ' ,  * | 

A. Does the Chwrch-Catechiſm inſtruct you in the 
2 whed ge of the Goſpel-Covenant, and of the Mean: 
of Grace of i 
A. It does ſo, and that in a Plain and Eaſy man- 
ner, and after an Excellent Method. | 

L. What is the Method followed in the Church- 
Catechiſm ? 4 

A. It is this: Firſt, It does in general teach us th 

Terms or Conditions of the Goſpe/-Covenant bo tho 
Col and Man's part, and alſo the Neceſſity of Care. 
fully uſing the Means of Grace; and this it does in the 
four firſt Queſtions and Anſwers. Secondly, It more 
particrfarly and fully inſtructs us as to the three Bran- 
ches of trat part of the Goſpel-Covenant which belongs 
tous Men, namely, what we are to Believe, and what 


wee are to Do and Not ts Do; and this it does in the 


ſeven next Queſtions and Anſwers. Laſtly, in its 
remaining patt, It does more particularly and fully 
inſtruct us in ye ws principal Means of Grace, 
namely, Prayer and the Sacraments» | 

6G by PART 
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25 5 my chr fie N ame 
un- y is it ct {Four Chriſtian Name? 
Wie it was given me, when 7 war > 


Why dorh 1 rom EBubch.Coti 


45 tion. 


7 begin with this 


is th 

tho For ho fr por Reaſons mY mri it 
"are- p he In Jy Qu ion for Childeen (either i in A 
1the nderſtanding) to give an Anſwer to: Secondly, 


nore 7 25 t is as moſt P 25 Queſtion to make way 
ran», (mentionin Covenant; foraſmuch as our 
ongs hr 7 4 N. x 78 fiven to us, when we were ad- 
what Initteck into the Goſpel-Covenant, and that in Confor- 
a the Inity to the Pradtice: (d) of God himſelf and of his 
n its If Church ever after. - (4) Gen.17,'3, 4, 15. (e) Gen: 
r. 3, 4+ Luke 1. 59.and 2. 21. 


1 3 Ip God gave tou this Name 2 4 
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40 fe reſpe&s, and particularly by 

ſent to Baptize. 

9. What then is to be thought of ſuch Pol 
have the Outward Form of Baptiſm adminiſtred 
Children by the hands of the en or 
dent Teachers i 11 this Kingdom? 


Right and Due Means to Heute to t dre 
e Iueſtimable Benefit: of Baptiſm... 

9 What is to be. thought of ſock as have receive 
the Outward Form of Baptiſm by the hands of $i Jaid 
e or Independent Te achers ? 

A. It moſt nearly behoves them ( hen Hep a 

a to Years, of Diſcretion) impartiall 14 

ſider, what Pretenſions they can have to t 120 152 
e Baptiſm, ſince the Form thereof was adminiſtred te 
them by Such as had not Due Power to adminiſter the 
ſame. 

N. Having explained what belongs to habe 
| aer in general er n together, ke wie 


„ hildren, ſig Tee, they x USA uſe 
We; 


eir 
pa 


4. That they ye! not a Due reg che for the Frernal 


(in Scripture) of the 


171. 

ceed to the Exptanation of each Bejidfir taken 
ſtinctly or by it ſelf  'To begin therefore with t 0 
Firſt, tell me how we are in Baptiſm made? 

of Chrit? 

#.\ Becauſe we are thereby admitted! into Chris 
Chireh; which is his Body. Eph. f. 22, 23. 1 Cor. 121 32 
2. What may be gathered from this Benefir bf 
Baptiſi being mentioned in the firſt Pace? 

A. That D the Tenout gf. the Goſpel- 
Covenant the Other Two Benefits do Altogether de- 
pend upon This, and therefore belong only to fuel 

as are Members of Chriſt's Church. 

2. What then is tö be thought of Such as had 
been daly Baptized, and fo admitted into Caving 
Church, do afterwards Separate theniſeÞves from the | 
ſame * 2. "JC lift 9:1 
A Tis evident tin to a Common and Unpreju 
diced underſtanding, that they do thereby Hkewitg 
Separate, or cut themſelves off, from Al rhe Benefits 
belonging to Chriſt's Church, 

Who are thoſe that Separate themſelves from 
Chrift's Church ? 

A. Every one that Separates himſelf from that Frue 
Part of Chriſt's Church, which is planted-in the Kings 
dom or Country to which he belongs. 

2. How may it be made plainly appear that Who. 
ſoever Separatss himſelf from that True Part of Chriſt's 
Church to which he belongs, does thereby Separate 
himſelf from the Whole Church of Chriſt ? 

A. It may be made _— from that Compariſon 

Church to a (h) Vine. For as 
Any ſingle Shoot. or Leaf, being 8e 1 from That 
Branch to which it belongs is thereby Separated from 
the While Vine, and All the Influences of the Vine; 
ſo Any Perſon that Separates himſelf from That True 
Vational Church"whereunto he belongs, does thereby 
Sepa»ate himſelf from the Whole Chutch of Chriſt and 
| G6 Jo Benefits OS A1 (h) Pſalm 80. 
8, I. 5. 2. J 1, 11. &C. 7 15.4, 4,5 
F What 


T6J 

N What then may be hence learnt as to the Caſe 
of t ab ge, and Separatiſts from the Church of 
; 1 STS 44 841 4 34. 4 1 * 
* That their Caſe is very Sad and Dango 
foraſmuch as by Separating themſelves from the Church 
of England (which is, and they themſelves, at leaſt the 
RF: moſt Wiſe ng Sober of them, Own to be a Tree Part 
| of Chriſt's Church) they do thereby Separate theme 1. 
| ſelves from the hole, Chriſtian Church, and ſo for- C 
feat All juſt Claim and Title to the Priviledges and fi 
Benefits thereof, and conſequently to Eternal Salva- b 


: 


| | 2. Having thus explained what belongs to the 
4 Wh Firſt Benefit of Baptiſm, proceed we now to explain Fi 
. the Second -Benefit thereof: I ask therefore, How Or 


are we made in our Baptiſm Children of God? 
A., By Adoption, that is, inaſmuch as though by | H 
Nature we-are, Siumers, and ſo Enemies to God, yet th 
God is pleaſed ro-Adopt, or Take and Own, us for his ar 
+ beloved Children, on account of the Covenant we n 
* make with him at our Baptiſm. Gal. 4,5. Eph 1. 15. 
Gal. 3. 26, 27. Tr 4ly 
| . How are we made at our Baptiſm, Pnheritors 
of the-Ki of Heaven ? 19 *. ant 
A. Becauſe God does then and thereby give us 43 Fo 
ſure Right and Title to the ſaid Inheritance; and does Li. 
put us into ſuch a State, as that we ſhall by no means | 
fail of Inheriting the Kingdom of Heaven, if we do not 2 
fail of Performing that Part of the Covenant, which Al 
was promiſed at our Baptiſm by our Godfather: and (x 
Goamot hers, Tit. 4. 5. 6, 7. Rom, 8. 16, 17 Joh.3.36. (k 


Q.-3. What did your Godfathers and God! 
then for you? nn nene 3; 17 5 1 4 
. A. They did promiſe and yow three things in me jus, 
Nat ne : ; iini ' 16333 nat is 
Firſt, That I ſhould renounce the Devil and All fnac 
his wozks; the pomps and vanities of this wicked {wh 
World and all the fnful lug of the fleſh, wat 

Secondly, That I Hould helitve all the Articles ple: 


of the Chriſtian Faith, And Thirdly, 


154 


Thirdiy, That J ſhould keep God's holy Will and 
Commandments, and walk in the Cam all the bg 


What is to be learnt in general from this Our 
art of the Geſpel. Cevenant, or (as it is peculiarly 
called) Our Baptiſmal um? | 4 Vf *© 

A. That (tho' the Promiſes of the Goſpel do be. 
long only to ſuch as are Members of Chriſt" s Church, yet) 
Our being Members of Chrif's Church is not Alone Suf, 
ficient to make us Partakers of the ſaid Bromiles 3 
but We muſt alſo be Sincerely Careful to Perm Our 
Baptiſmal Vow. LPs! WJ 

2 What is to be learnt in particular from the 
Firſt Branch of (Our part of the Bapriſmal Covenant, 
or) Our. Baptiſmal Vow? _ F 

A. That there are Three things which are apt rn 
Hinder and, Withdraw us from our Duty, and which 
therefore are called our Three Spiritual Enemies, and 
are to be Kenouaced by. us, namely, the Devil, the 
World, and the Fleſb. ., | rr | 

2. What is meant by Renouncing theſe our three 
Spiritual Enemies? 7 


A, By N ing them is meant our Deteſting 


and Abhorring them Inwaraly in our Hearts, and Not 
Following or being Led by them Out waraly in our 


Lives and Practicſtde. 9237 

2. What is meant by the Devil.? , | 

A. The Devil is a Name given in common to (i) 
All the Faln or Evil Angels, but more eſpecially to the 
(k) Chief of them. (i) 2 Per.-2. 4. Mart. 12. 24, 27- 
(k) Mat. 25. 41. . 

Q. Why are we to Renounce the Devil? 

A. Becauſe he bears an lrreconcilable Hatied againſt 
us, whence he is called (1) Satan: and out of ſuch 
his Hatred is always (m) ſecking to Deſtroy us, 
namely, firſt by (n) Tempting us to Sin againit God, 
whence. he is called the (n) Tempter ; and after- 
wards (if we yield to his Temptations) by (o) Im- 
pleading and (p) Accuſing us to God's Juſtice 4 
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Hverſary, and (p) the Hb or Accuſes 1 7 75 
21. 1. Job 1. 6, 7, 8, 9, 12. and 2. 4, 6 
(m) 1 Pet. g. 8:(n) Mo#k il z. 1 Cor. 7.5: 75 

1 Th. 3. 5. (o) 1 Pet. 5. f. (5) Rev. 11. SI 

What may be learnt fröm the foregbing Kun 
of out Firſt Spiritual Enemy, the Devil? 

A. From it may be learnt the Great Folly and Mad- 
neſs of ſuck as willingly or eaſily yield to his Temp- 
tations, fince he thereby deſigns che Utter Ruin and 
Deſtruction both of their Bodies and Souls. 

2. What is to be underſtood by the Works of the 
Devil? 

A By the Works of the Devil may be underſtood 
In — (q ) All manner of Sin: (foraſmuch as 
the D:*#1 is the Author of all Sin, in chat q) he 


the gan, labenee e LIEN (o) out 2 


with his CGmpanions Firſt ſinned, then (r) Tempted 


and prevailed on Adam and Ze to ſin; ar does (s) 
ſtill continue to Tempt all their Poſt to fin.) 
But by them are wee ore particularly ſuch 
Sins as have a more immediate relation to the Devil, 
as (t) Idolatry, Witchcraft, Pride, Malice, Lying, c. 
(g) 1 Jeb. 3. 8. (r) 2 Cor. 11. 3. (8 e 11, 12. 
1 Pet. 5. 8. (t) 1 Joh. 5. 7170 1 Tim. 3.6 Job. 8. 44. 
Au, 13. 9. Jm. 3. 14, 18; 

2. Proceed we now to our ; Second Spirienal Ene· 
my: What is meant by the Wicked World? 

A. The World (not as it is in it ſelf or was made 


by God, for ſo it is (u) very Good, but) conſidered 


as it is to be Renounced by us, that i is, whenever it 
is like to prove (x) the Occaſion of our being drawn 
into Wickedweſs for the fake of ſomething we either 
Enjoy or Delire therein. cu) Gen, 1, 51. (x) John 


> IF. Jam. 4. 4.'Ga', 1. 4 


L. What is to be underſtood by the  Pomps of 
the World? 4} 

A. All Extravagancy in | Apparel or any other Out- 

We” Gre above What is $ agrepable't to our 


Kan or ondi ON. 5 II 
K ndition E Wha 
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What may be learnt fram hence (as tb TRE, 
neral pratioe of the, _— Sort of bert 
a-days ? 3 1 DIME L 

A. het they are A of a Bresche cheiy Bop 
riſagl. Fm and thereby of Sin, whilſtthey lay out 
too mugh in Cloat hs, and-go much Finer than is ſuitable 
to they: aul and Condition,,' 1 Joh, 2. 16. 

$45 a9; be upforliood. by tlie nantes — | 
Bann 1342 ' 0307 | 

A. Wet, Pain ways of benen peer Tales Tiods: - 
but more #{pecially ſuch Shows, or (ag 
monly, hu 92 1 improperly, called) 92 or is 
HOES 28 —— gerived down ta us from the 
very Hasche and are Vubecaming Chriſtians to be 
Yo at, — were therefore Abſtained from out of 

by the ( W and Beſt Chriſtians; 
of pie fort are ,Basting, of Beaſts, Fax Tee. (y) Dr. 
Cave Primitive C riſtianity, P. 258, 2 

Home we now to the Jaſt.of our three Spiri- 
tual Enemies, namely. the Fleſh: '} asſectherefore, 
what is meant by the Flech and whar by ire Sinful 

A. By che Fleſh is meant that FxculryvE.che Soul, 

which common tous with other Creatures, and 
to which. belong all thoſe. Afe4ions and Paſſions as 
are like wiſe common to us with them; as, Hanger, 
Thirit Ke. Love, Defre, J; Auger, Fegr, Grief &c. 
which when they are . or incline and carry 
vs to an Wing F orbidq a by God, then become 

Sinful, and, are here calied the Sinful Luſts of the 
Gal. F. 16, 17, &c. 1 Job. 2. 16, 

1 Havio Explained the Firſt * of our 

Apr let us goon to the Second Branch 


Sy 5k therefore, What! is ene n 

by the _ Chriſtian Faith? 
nd. Th te to bg under ſtood ſuck benny in 
the Chr 1 Hare moſt Necaſann te be By 
102 87 t —. very, Strange anch ve our 
Reaſen on U 225 12 yet ate mot} Ae hs 
ts 


rr 


ro ] 


Believed by Us, upon the Authority of God Ward 


or the Hol Scriptures, wherein They are Delivered 
and Contained at large, and qut of which They are 
Drawn up into x Short Collection, commonly called 
the Apoſtles Creed: Which Creed is therefore taught 
Us in che Second Part of the Church- Catechifis. 
9. Come we then to the Third and Laſt Branch of 
Our Baptiſmal Vow; namely. That we ſhould keep 
God's Holy will and Commandments, &c. Tell me, 
what is ro0belearnt. from hence in general? Al 
A. From hence may be learnt in generil, that a 
true Gſpe! Obedience has theſe three Qualiſſeations: 
Firſt, It eis Univerſal, or bh Rteping (nor This or 
That parc, but All) God's Holy win and Command- 
ments : git 
Secondly, It is Conflant, not Now and Then, but 


at All times, Which! is che meaning off walking in 


the ſame : 
Thirdly, It is Continiel or Perſevering, namely, 
1 the Days of our Lives. 
2; Whete is the Wil of' God or his Commandment: 
to be found or known ? 
A; In Gi, Word or the Bible: And more particu- 


| larly jr is briefly Compriſed by God himſelf in the 


D-cain7us or Ten Commandments, which are therefore 
caught Us in the Second Part of the Church-Catechifm:. 

4. You have been now taught in general the 
Gojpel-Covenant; namely, (x oe are the Bleſmgs you 
are thereby Entit'led wo —4.— s part, and what are 
the Duties you on your part are engaged to Per- 


form, according to what your Godfathers and God- 


mothers promiled at your Baptiſm in your name: 
Tell me therefore, Doſt not thou think that thou art 
wt to believe and to do, 28 they have promiled 

t thee : LF 
A. Yes verily, and by God's help lo J will, And 


1 heartily thank our heavenly Father, that he 
through 


Hach called me to this ſtate of ſalvation; 
_ — our Saviour. Ind J pray unto * 


RD R 0a. om o£ 02a 


; 1111 

to give mE his gzace, that N may continue in 
ſame unto my Life's end. rag 28 
. What is taught us in the foregaing Anſwer ? 

A. That we cannot perform Our Baptiſmal Vom or 
Our Part of the Goſpel Covenant without God's Grace 
or Help: And therefore that we ought carefully to 
make uſe of All the Means of Grace, more eſpecially 
to Pray continually to God for his Grace, that we 
may. thereby be enabled ro perform Our part of the 
ſaid Covenant, and ſo may continue in that S:ate 
(or Capacity) of Salvation, to which he has been 
pleaſed ro Call us through Jeſus Chriſt, or the Preaching 
of the Goſpel: And Jaſtly, that for ſuch his free and 


infinite Mercy we ought always to return him our * 


moſt Hearty Thanks and Praiſe. p 
| P ART IL. 
Of the Church · Catechiſm, 
Wherein we are more particularly and fully 
inſtructed in (that Part of the Goſpel- 


Covenant, which belongs to us Men, 
or in) Our Baptiſmal Vow. 


Queſt, XX E ate now come to the Second Part of 
the Church-Catechiſm : Tell me, into 
9 Sections or Branches it may be diſtin- 
zuiſhed? n | | = 
2 Into Two, the former whereof more fully 
inſtructs us, in what we are to Believe; the latter 
in What we are to Do or Not te do. 
N | EE SECT. 


[12] 
SECTION the Firſt. 
Concerning 4what we are to Believe; _ 
TOW does the 'Church-Catechiſm more 


Que 
II particularly inſtru& us in what we are 

to Believe E ; 2 g 
Anſ. By teaching us that Collection of t he Arti- 
$1.7 cles f our Belief, commonly known by the name of 
A the Apoſtles Greed, (as containing the chief Heads of 
0 1 the Apoſtles Doctrine, and being for the main drawn 


| 
' 
_ up in or near the Apoſtles time) and diſtinguiſhed 
canto Tpelve Articles according to the number of the , 


' Twelve Apoſtles. + I 
Ho may it be otherwiſe diſtinguiſhed? 


1 . 
= 


A. Into Four general parts : whereof the Firſt re. 


on the Right⸗hand of God the Father mighty: 
7. From thence Me ſhall come to Judge the Muick 
and the Dead. rs, 1 | 
8. J Believe in the Holy-Ghott : "4, 
9. The Holy Catholick Church: The Communion 
of Saints: 10. The forgiveneſs of Sins : 11. The 
Beſurrection of the Body: 33+ Ind the Life ever⸗ 


taſting. Amen. EN Why 


1 lates to God the Father, and contains the Firſt Article: fe 
1 the Second relates to our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and 1 
Mil contains the Six following Articles; the Third re- 5 
| if lates to the Holy Ghoſt and contains the Eighth Arti- th 
| 9 cle; the Fourth relates to the Chriſtian Church, and 
| li contains the Four laſt Articles. 7 
I ; 5 Reheaile the Articles or the (Apoliles Creed - Mas 
| or iek. . | 
F1 A. 1. I Believe in God the Father Ilmightr. Wa= |” 
[a ker of Heaven and Earth, g is n 
V 2. And in Jeſus Chrift his only. Son our Lord: ly - 
14 3. Who was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, Born of d 
i rhe Uirgin Mary: 4- Suffered unde: Pontius Die |, 
14 late, was Crucified, Dead and Buried; He deſcended 
9 into Hell: 5. The third day he Role again from the B 
. Dead: 6. He Alcended into Heaven, and Sitteth en 


mew 6c 
- 2. oy 1s the aforeſaid Belief otherwiſe called the 
Cree 3 „ 
A. Becauſe the word Creed is in Latin the ſame as 
Belief in Engliſh. bo. PR b ; 
: g. What is underſtood when it is ſaid in the Creed, 
: I Believe? 
A. That I am fully Perſwaded of the Truth of 
» the ſeveral Articles therein contained! For theſe 
f words, J Believe, though they are not expreſſed, 
f | yer are to be underſtood before Every Article: As, I be- 
n lieve that Jeſus was conceived by the Holy Ghoft, &c. I 
4 believe that he ſuffered under Pontius Pilate, Eg ; 
„ive that there is an Holy Catholick Church, &c. . 
Q. But why is it ſaid, I believe In God the Father, 
and In Jeſus Chriſt, and In the Holy Ghoſt ? 
e- A. Becauſe by that manner of Expreſſion we Pro- 
s | feſs, not only to be Fully Perſwaded that there is a 
nd God the Father, a Jeſus Chriſt, and an Holy Ghoſt; 
re- but alſo to Truf in and be Religiou/ly Obedient to God 
t- | the Father, Jeſus Chriſt, and the Holy Ghoſt. 
nd 2. What is to be underſtood by the word God? 
A. That Being, which (a) never had a Beginning, 
ed and never ſhall have an End; which was himſelf (b) 
made by Nene, and (c) did make all other things; 
Pa which (b) has All Perfection in him, and therefore 
s moſt Perfectly (d) Good, and (e) Juſt, and (f) Ho- 
„ y; is (g) Almighty, (h) All- wiſe, (i) All-knowing, > 
l of nd (k) in All places; and, laſtly, is (I) a Spirit; 
Pi= Phat is, has (m) not Fleſh and Bones, and conſequenr- 
ded y is without Parts, as Hands, Feet, &c. though theſe 
Parts are in Scripture applied to God in Condeſcen- 
ion to our Weak Underſtandings. (a) FEſ. 90. 2. 
b) Exod. 3. 14. (c) Gin. 1. 1. (d) Mat. 19. 17. (e) Iſa. 
5. 21. (f) Iſs. 6. 3. (g] Rev. 16. 7. 2 Cor. 6. 18. 
Pſ. 147. 5. (i) Eſ. 139. 2, 3. (K) Pſ. 139. 1, Cc. 
Kings 8. 27. (1) John 4 24+ (m) Luke 24. 39. 
Q. What does the word Jeſus ſignify ? 
AJ. It ſignifies in the Hebrew Language as much as 
Saviour, and was given by God's Appointment to 
| 2 | our 


1 14 1 | 
our Blefſed Lord; becauſe he came to (n) ſove us 


from our Sins, namely, from the Power of Sin in this 
Life, and the Puniſhment of Sin or Hell- Torments 
in the Life to come. (n) Mat. 1. 21. & 


What does the word Cheift fignify ? 
_ The word (o) Thrift does in the Gn Tan- 


guage anſwer to the word Meſſah in the Hebrew, and 
Both anſwer to the Engliſh word Anointed; which 
Title is given to our Saviour, becauſe (as we read 
in the Old Teſtament, that (p) Kings, (q) Priefts and 
(p Prophets were Anointed with Oil to their reſpe- 


LEI EE 


13 N 2 ſo) our Bleſſed Saviour was (r) Auen 
1 | td With the Holy Spirit, to be (s) a Prophet to teach 
9 us God's Will, to be (t) a Prieft to offer up a Satiſ- 

3 factory Sacrifice for our Sins, and to be (u) a King 


0 Rule over us. (o) John 1. 41. Eſ. 2. 2. compared 
with Act, 4. 26. (p) 1 Kings 19. 16. (q) Exod. 40. 13. 
(r) Af, 4. 27. and 10. 38. (s) Iſa. 61. 1. Luke 4. 18. 
fg Heb. 7. 26, 27. cu) Eph. 1. 22. Jahn 12. 15. 

Why is Jeſus Chrift ſaid to be the Mul Son 
Jod. ſince All Mankind are his Sons by Creation, 


: = All that are duly Baptized are his Sons by 


—— — 
3 — eee 
—— — . 
= 
4 . 
'*Y 1 


— 
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1 A. Jeſus Chiift is ſaid to be the Only Son of} i 
9 | God, becauſe he is the Only Begotten of God the Father; « 
13 chat is, his Only Son by un and fo Gid of God, 1 
15 John 1. 14. 18. \ 
7 — bet is meant when i it is ſaid, that Jeſus was a 
$i rucifie A 
| bs 4 4. Thot he was Faſtened to 4 Croſs (that is to a t 
Þ Piece of Wood ſet upright with another a. ereſt it) © 
Bi buy Nails driven tho h his Hands and his Feet, on QC 
0 which he hanged till 1 * died, and ſo underwent af 1 
Tit moſt Painful and Shamefal Death: this fort of Puniſh 
1 ment being uſed in thoſe Days only to the Ve Ma-] S 
1 le factors. Joh. 19. 17. and 20. 25. Pf. 22. 16. Matty 

i 27. 38. Heb. 12. 2. 1 Pet. 2. 24. ne 

| What is eg he underſtood when i it is ſaid, that by 


| k Chriſt deſcended into Hell ? in 
i 4. Tha 2 


[15 J | 
A. That whilſt his Body lay in the Grave, his 
Soul went to that Place, where Souls Departed con- 
tinued during their Separation from their Body, 
Pſ. 16. 9. A, 2. 31. 
2 at is to be underſtood when it is ſaid, that 
Chriſt Sits on the Righe⸗hand of God ? 
A. Foraſmuch as God is a Spirit, and therefore has 


no Body or Parts of a Body, it is not to be fo un- 


derſtood as when ſpoken of Men: but what is there- 


by ſignified is, that Chriſt upon his Aſcending into 


Heaven had given unte him by God the Father, and ſtill 


i in, full and ſettled P«ſeſſion of , All Power both in a 
Heaven and Earth, Matt. 27. 18. Luke 2þ- "i 


Hebr. 1. 3. | PER: 
Who are underſtood by the Muick, whom 


Chriſt ſhall come to Judg as well as the Dead ? 

A. By the Quick are underſtood ſuch, as Chriſt at 
his coming to Judg the World ſhall find Alive here 
upon Earth. 1 Thefſ. 4. 1 


. * to beider ty the Holy Catholic 


reh! | : j 

A. The word Church is taken co ſignify the 
Whole Multitude of che Faithful in Chriſt. And 
becauſe the Chriſtian Church is not confined to One 
Country (as was the Jewiſh Church) but is or may 
be difperſed throughout the Univerſal or Whole 
World; it is therefore ſaid to be Catholick or Uni. 
werſal. And laſtly, becauſe All ſuch as are duly 
admitted into the Chriſtian Church are cleanſed from 
their Sins, and made Holy by Baptiſm, and thereby call- 
ed to Holineſs of Lift; therefore tis called the Yolp 
preg Eph. 1. 22, 23. Matt. 28. 19, Eph. 5. 26. 
1 Thefſ. 4. 7. Tit. 2. 14. ; 

2, What is underſtood by the Communion of 
Saints ? 7 | | 
A. By Saints are underſtood, either (w) in ge- 
neral All Chriſtians, foraſmuch as they are Sanctißed 


by Baptiſm ; or more particularly (x) Such as Live 


in a-due Obſervance of their Bapriſmmal Vow. — 
iS. | cre 
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there is a Communion or Fellowfhip between theſe, in- 


aſmuch as my All make bur (y) One Body or Church, 


are All ſanftified by One Spirit, have All One Hope, 
One Lord, One Faith, One Baptiſm, &c. ( ) Rom. 1. 7. 
and 15. 23, 26, 31. Eph. 1. 1. Phil. 1. 1. Col. 1. 4. 
(x) 1 Th.. 3. 13. Rev. 11. 18. (y) Eph 4 4, 5, 6. 

2. 6. Having explained the Difficult Expreſſions 
in the Creed, let us now conſider what may be Learnt 
from it, and therefore tell me in the firſt place, 
am ol thou chiefly leazn in theſe Articles of thy 

elief 2 

A, Firſt, I learn to believe in God the Father, who 


"hath made me and all the World, | 
» Secondly, In God the Son, who hath Redeemed 


me and All mankind. | 
Thirdly, In / God the Holy Ghoſt, who hath San⸗ 
ified me and All the Elect People of God. 


„ What does the Church deſign to teach us in 


the foregoing Anſwer? ' 

A. Firſt, That though there is but (a) One Goa, 
(for which Reaſon we are taught to ſay, I believe in 
G4, not Gods) yet there are (b) Three Perſons in the 
Godhead, viz. God the Father, Gad the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghoſt. Secondly, That to theſe Three 
Divine Perſons, there are in Scripture Three di- 


ſtinct Offices or Operations more peculiarly aſcribed ; 


namely, to God the Father the (c) Work of Creation, 
to God the Son the (d) Work of Redemption, to God 
the Holy Ghoſt the (e) Work of San#ification. 
(a) Iſ. 44. 6. (b) 17Joh. 5. 7. Mat. 3. 16, 17. (c) 1 Cor. 
8. 5. (d) 1 Tim, 2. 5, 6. Gal. 3. 13. Rev. 5. 9. 
(e) Rom. 15. 16. © ages 
What Name is given to ſuch Articles or 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity as exceed our Underſtand- 


ing, among which is the Doctrine of the Trinity in 


Unity, or that there is but One Gad, and yet Three Per- 
ſons in the Godhead ? | 


4. They are called Myferies, that is, Thing: Hidden, 
inaſmuch as they could not have been 2 or 
| Known 


-- 
— 
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Known at all by us Men, if God had not been pleaſed 
to Reveal or Diſcover them to us: which being fe 
Revealed by God, are therefore to be Timely Believed by 
Us, though We cannot Comprebend them. Col. 1. 26. 
1 Cor. 45. 51. 17im, 3. 16. | 

boy What does the Word Creation properly ſig- 
nify? | 
A. Making Something out of Nothing, which can 
be done only by an Almighty Power, and therefore 
only by God. And in this Senſe it is that God is 
ſaid to be the Maker of Heaven and Earth, that is, 
of the Whole World; foraſmuch as He made it out 
of Nothing. | | 

©. What is meant by the Word Redemption? 


what that is Loſt or Forfeited, or elſe Taken by and 
in the Power of an Enemy. And in theſe Senſes- 
Chriſt has Redeemed us. For 14, whereas by Sin Man 
had Loft and Forfeited God's Grace and Favour in 
this Life, and Eternal Happineſs in the Life to come, 
hriſt has procured for us a New Title (f) to God's 
race here, and (g) Salvation hereafter : And, zuly, 
hereas our Bodies were become for ever ſubje# to 
he Power of the Grave and Corruption, and our Souls 
s the Power of Sin and Satan, Chriſt has Redeemed (h) 
ur Bodies from the Power of the Grave, or Perperual 
orruption, by means of the Reſurrection; and our 
i) Souls from the Power of Sin and Satan by means 
df the Aſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, which he has ob- 
ined for us. And Chriſt has thus (x) Redeemed or 
3ought us by laying down his own Life a Ranſom for 
2s, and by the ineſtimable Price of his own moſt 
precious Blood ſhed for us on the Croſs; on which 
ccount He is in a more peculiar manner called Dur 
ord, (f) Row. 5.1, 2. and 6. 4, &c. (g) 1 Pet, 
3. Epheſe 1. 14. (h) Rom. 8. 23, 1 Cor. 15. 53,54. 
i) Tit. 2. 14. Jam. 4. 7. 1 Pet. 5. 9. 1 J0b. 5. 4, 5. 
k) 1 Tim. 2. 6. 1 Pet. 1, 18,19. 1 Pet. 2.24. Gal. 3. 13. 


9. Where. 


Ht Zou 
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A, Redemption is the ſame as Buying again ſome- 
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2. Wherein conſiſts. in ſhort the Salvation ob- 


tained;for Us by Chriſt? 


A. In chis; that whereas the Firf. Adam by Sin 
forfeited: All Grace or Afiſtance of the Holy Spirit, and 
Everlaſting Happineſs; the Second Adam or our Bleſſed 
Saviour has. «(tained again for Us the Grace or Aſift- 
ance of the Holy Spirit, ſo far forth as to make Us ac- 
cording to the terms of the Goſpel Pleaſing unto God, 
and ſo Mect to inherit Eternal Happineſs. |, | 

A. What is meant by Sanctification? | 

A. Sauftifta3ion. is the ſame'as Making Holy, which 
ſignifies both (m) Cleanſing from Sin and alſo (n) Ser- 


bing apart to God's Service, And becauſe All the (o) 
(Elec, chat is, All ſuch as are Choſen to be Members 
of Chriſt's Church, are thus (Both ways) Sautified 


A a a 


or made Holy, in Baptiſm by the Spirit of God, there- 


fore the ſaid Spirit is in a more peculiar manner called | { 
the Holy (Ghoſt or) Spirit. (m) Eph. 5. 26. (n) Exod. 
13.2. (o) AH. 13. 17. 1 Pet. 2 9. Col. 3. 12. Tit. 1.x. 7 
2. What may be further learnt from the Creed in! 
relation to our Bleſſed Saviour? I 
A. That he is Perfect God and Perſect Man; God of 1 
the Subſtance of the Father, Begotten before the * 
Worlds; and Man of the Subſtance of his Mother, N 
Born in the World. And hereupon he is moſt fitly ] * 
qualified to be (p) a Mediator between God and 
Man, and an (q) Advocate or (r] Intercsſſor for Us 
Men to God. (p) 1 Tim. 2,5. (q) 170. 2. 1. Lr) 
Heb. 7. 25. "0K Co 


2. What may be further learnt from the Creed in 
reference to our Saviour's Crucifixion ? 

A. That whereas (s) Chrift Crucified was to the Jew 
# Stumbling- Block and to the Greeks Fooliſbneſs, to Eve 
Good Chriſtian He is the Power of God and Wiſdom of 
God; and therefore We ought to (t) Glory above al 
things in the Croſs of Chriſt, Whence it appears that 
it is with very Great Reaſon, that our Church (i 
conformity with the Primitive Church) doth: uſe 
the Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm, as a Token _ is 2 
| 18 eclon} \ 
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Perſon Baptiedbtght not do be. ed of, but 
fo pr gb pant 


. 
* 


& Wbar may be further learnt I the Creed in 


reference to rhe Communionef Spins 
Fh wheres this Commiltion conſiſts in 
Saints being Members of One and the fame f 


the 
Body, the 


Church; it evidently follows, that whiofoever Separates . 


* 


himſelf from that Oue Body (and this Every Separuti 
rom the Church of England doth, 'as is — — 
Pag. 5, 6.) doth thereby Separate himſelf from the 


Communion f - Saints, and conſequently from A bee 
Priviledges is Benefit. — — 
in, — from that One · Spirit, that Ove Hope, chat 


Due Lerd, that One Faith, &c. which belongs to the 
faick one Body; or Chriftian Church, Eph. 4. 3, 4, 5/6." 
2. What may be further learnt from the Creed or 
Beli 13 reference to the Reſurrection of the Body? 

© A; Eat Such among the Quakers, or of Any other 
Profeſſion, that Deny che Reſurrection of the Body, Deny 
in effect the Whole Chriſtian Faith. For if the Dead 
Riſe Not, then Chriſt ir Not Raiſed': am if Chriſt ve Nor 
Raiſed, Our Faith is Vain, We are yet in our Sins, 
1 Cor. 15. 16, 17. ' get | 


SEcrlo N the Second. 

Concerning what Ie are to Do and Not to Do. 
Qi Pou-ſaid'thar' your Godbatherg chers and Godmo⸗ 

thers did promiſe for you, that you ſhould keep God's 


: Tell me how many there be? 
A. (As they are diſtinctiy and particularly de- 


hat livered in the Bible, ſo they ariſe to a conſiderable 


Number; but as they are comprized by God him- 
8 &f under Tex Principal Heads, ſo they are ſaid to be) 


en, 
As. which be ther? 
| D A The 
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and alſo af his Great . to them, inaſmuch as 


he brought them out of rhe Land of 


120 
A. The famE which So ſpake in the twenti 
Chapter of Exodus (and which, that they — 45 
the more carefully Attended to and Obeyed by the 
People of Iſrael, y W . in or begins with this 


Solemn Preface, ) ut of A ibs Lord thy E 
t Egypt out 


Egypt, and out 
of the houſe of ' 


. Are we. Chriftians obliged to the Obſervance 
of the ſaid Ten AG and on the like mo- 
tives? - | 

4 We are ſo: — that not qaly-i in an Higher Des 

ze than the Iſraelites or Jews thought themſelves to 
be obliged, (as appears from our Saviour's Sermon, 
Mate. 5..17, Cc.) but alſo on Higher Metives : foraſ- 
much as he that. ſpeak them is alſo the Lord our God, 
and hath Redeemed and Brought us out of a more miſe- 
rable Land, the (u) Land of Spiritual Darkneſs (where- 
in we Gentiles late before the Preaching of the Goſpel) 
and out of the (x) Greater Bondage of Six and Satan. 
(u) Matt. 4 15, 16. Luk. 1. 79. 155 Luk. 4+ 18. Rom. 
7. 23. 2 Pet. 2. 19. 

After what method are theſe Ten Commandments 
to be Expounded and Underſtood, that ſo they may take 
in All the Particular Commands delivered up Ind 
down in the Holy Scripture s 

A. By theſe — following Rules: 

Firſt, In every Command the Thing nxt is to 
be underſtood, as Comprehending All things of a 
Like nature, and pps; apr] may end there» 
unto, ſo far forth as ic ma tend | 

Secondly, Any Command that Forbids any Sin, is 


to be underſtood as Requiting rhe Contrary Duty : 1 


MN = wso=nyp os .. 
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likewiſe on the other hand, Any Command that Re. 


quires ary Duty, is to be underſtood as Forbidding the 
Contrary Sin, . ; es, 

Thirdly, Each Command is to be underſtood, ' x 
Obliging Every Perſon, not only to obferve it Himſelf; 


but alſo (as much as in him lies) to rake care that 


Others obſerve the Same. And therefore this Rule is 
to be Under ſtood as Applied, tho” (for Brevity's ſake) 


it is not Expreſiy mentioned hereafter under Some of 


the Ten Commandments,” | 
. Having ſeen the Rules, whereby the Ten Com- 
mandments are to be Expounded, that ſo we may have 


the Full meaning of them, let us now by way of In- 


ſtance proceed to the Explication of the ſaid Com- 
mandments according to the three foregoing Rules : 
I demand therefore, which is the Fir Commandments ? 
A. Thou ſhalt have no other Gods but me. 
What is the thing Expreſſed in this Firff Com- 
mandment? N 8 4 | 
A. The Thing expreſly forbidden thereby is Idela- 
try or the Having any other Gods (falfly ſo eſteemed ; 
for in reality there is no other God) but the Lord. 
Q What elſe is to be underſtood by the Hr Com- 
mandment ? = in enn 
A. According to the three Rules above laid down 
for "Knowing the Full meaning of Each of the Ten 
Commandments, this Fir# Commandment is to be un- 
derſtood, 5 | | 
1. To Forbid Us (a) Praying to Saints, as do the 
Papifts : as alſo all (b) Magick or Witchcraft, Conjuring 
and Conſulting of Conjurers, &c. To which may be 
added AZ Superftitious Regard: to any ſuch Circum- 
ſtances as were eſteemed among the Heathen Ominous, 
or the Signs of Good or Bad Luck, and have been de- 
livered down to this Preſent time, and are ſtill ob- 
ſerved by many Weak People. (a) Matt. 4. 10. 
If. 42. 8. 48, 10. 26, Rev. 22. 8. and 19. 10. (b) 
Exod, 22. 18, Deut. 18. 10, 1, 12. 4 kg 


D 2 1 4. To 


Ne LEES 


men 


| 


L224 


or To . To 4 W 5. to have the Lord aun Gd, and 
lieve in him, to Fear him, to Love 

ſoon 2 Not to murmer or repine at his Provi - 
ce, when he Viſits us with any Sickneſe, or wwe 
2 &c. much more not to Blaſpheme or Speak or 4. 
Think ee him, and moſt of all. Not to | 
y, to uſe all the Means of Grace ar 


deny his Being: La 
| appointed by God to "O__ us to perform our Duty 18, 
MN towards him. on 
3. To Ollge all Parents and Perſons that have the fin 
1 | Education of Others commited to their Charge, to * Det 


Breed them up in the Fear of the Lord, and to this 
end to have them taught to Read the Bible, to make 
them Come — to Church, and Devoutly to 

attend the Publick Prayers, Sermons, and more e eſpe⸗- 

9 ei Catechizing, & c. 
e 

A u not make to any graves. 
Image, nor the likeneſs of auy thing that is in 
-Heaven above, or in the Earth beneath, ot in the 
+ Water under the Garth. Chou ſhalt not bow down to 

them, nor Worſhip them. For I the Lord thy God 
am a jealous God,and vilit the Sins of the Fathers 
upon the children, unto the third and fourth Gene⸗ 
ration of them that hate me; and ſhew mercy unto 
thouſands „ | 


mandments. 
. What is the thing Expreſſed in this Second Com- 
mandment? 
A 4. The Sin expreſly Forbidden bereby.i is the Wors 
ſhipping he the True God under any Image or _ 


of any thing. 
What is further to be underſtood by this Sond 
Commandment ?. 

* 5 . This Stn Commandment is „ be underſtood 
| urtner 
| 1. To Fybid The A4deration or Worſhi the 

Hoſt, or —— Wafer uſed by the bong ofthe 

of Bread, as alſo the Adoration or Worſhipping tf 


»& FJ Gap *"D 


La 
the Croſs, or of the Image of any Saint, as df tlie Yirgin 
Marx, &c. all which are praftiſed by the Paprifts, con 
trary · to this gon; wy (which they therefore ate 
welt to Leave out) and fo Sinfully, Liw. 26. r. Deut, 
4. 12. 15. Exod, 32. 1, . 5. 1 Kings 12: 28. 

2. To Require the Worſhipping of God after ſuch 
a manner as is Suitable to his Spiritual Nature, that 
is, not framing any Likeneſs of him to our ſelves, but 
only Conceiving of him in general as of a Being In- 


finitely Perfect and Incomprehenſible. Add, 17. 39, 
Deut. 4. 12, 15. John 4. 24+ Exod. 3. 14. 


: To oblige All Perfons (as much as in them 
lies) to inſtrutt and teach Orhers to obſerve this Com- 
mandment. N15 

2. After what Special manner hath God obliged 
us to obſerve this Comtnandment ? | ; 
A. By adding thereunto, firſt by way of Threatning, 
that he is a Jealous God, Uilting the Sins of the 


eneration of them that hate him; and Secondly, 
by way of Promiſe, that he will ſhew Mercy unto 
Thouſands in them that love him, and keep his 
Commandments. 


N. What is remarkable in this latter part of the 


Commandment ? ' | | 
A. Three things: Firſt; That God is Yealons in 
reſpe& of the Breach of this Commandmear, leſt by 
Worſhipping him under any Image or Likeneſs; Men 
ſhould be brought ro have Groſs and Wrong Appre- 
henſiums of his Divine Nature, and further ſhould 
thereby in time be wholly Eſtranged or drawn off 
from God, ſo as to take that for God, which is not 
Cod. Aft 17. 29. Exek. 14. 85. | 
2. Thar it is not inconſiſtent with the Juſtice of 
God ta {that is, ſo to Puniſh in this Life) the 
Sins of the Fathers (as char the Evil of the Puniſh- 
ment may reach unto, or fall) upon their Childzen, 
and that ts the third and fourth Generation: Eſpe- 
gially ſince as to the Future and Eternal State Every 


— r Children unto rhe third and fourth - 
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one ſhall be Rewarded or Puniſhed according t. to his 
Own Doings, and the Children ſhall in no degree bear 
the 3. 115 ity of their Fathers. Ezek. 18. 4, Ce. 
That Such only are eſteemed by God to Lobe 
him, as keep his Commandments; and Such as do 
Net Fate f. his Commandments, are eſteemed by God 
im, John 14. 23, 24. 
| | New but after all, is this Second Command. 
a ment to be ſo underſtood, as if it wholly forbad 
F Images or Pictures, even though they be ed only by 
* way of Ornament, in Places of God's Worſhip ? | 
| A. It cannot be ſo underſtood : foraſmuch as Solo- 
wen's Temple (which was ſo highly Approved of | ſion 
by God) was 4dorzed with many Images or the Like- 
neſs of Many Things. Nay, by God's own appoint- 
ment, the Mercy-Seat in the moſt Haly Place of the 
Tabernacle, or Temple, was Adorned with the Images 
n (Angels of that Rank, which is called) 18 
erubims, 1 Kings 6. 23, 1 and 7. 18, 19, 25, ce. . 
Exod. 25. 18, Cc. 
d may be hence learn "Ui in reference to Us 12 
1ans.? 18 2» 
A. That i it is No D of he Second Command. 
ment, but very Lawful, and Decent, to Adorn our 
Chriſtian Churches by placing Croſs upon them, 
and by repreſenting, or Painting, ſame part of Sacred || my 
Hiſtery on the Church-Windo ws, or Ocher places; By 1 
and the Like. 9 
Q. What is the Third Commendment? 
A Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord the 
Godin Uain; For the Reed will not hold him File 
leſs, that taketh his Name in Vain, 

. What is the thing expreſſed i in this n com- 
— Sin y Forbid thereby is the Taping 
e Sin expreſiy Forbid thereby is t 
of God's Name in Main, which may be am 


theſe Several ways? 2 
1. In Swearing ; as when we Swear Fel — Nuns 


IEA, or Rafbly, or (tho' on a Lawful occaſion, yet) 
Irre verentiy. 2 In 


SFr S4 7 f 3 


[26] 
2. In Curfing : as when we Call upon G to Dams 
Another, either out of Anger or Revenge, or on no 
occaſion but as it were out of Sport or meer Pro- 


faneneſs. | - E O01 
3. In Vowing : as when we Vow a thing Unlawful, 


or which we are Net Able to perform; or Raſbly and 


without Due conſideration of what we are Doing. 
4. In Praying: as when we Pray without minding 
it we are about, or for Any thing that we ought 
or to pray for, or uſe Vain Reperitions of God's Name. 
5. 10 Common Diſcourſe: as when without any need 
or weighty occaſion we uſe theſe or the like Expreſ- 
ſions, O Cod, Good God, God knows, God help you, God 
bleſs your Soul, God bleſs my Soul, &c. 


ment being requiſite to be more Diſtinaly 
n; Tell me, what is to be underſtood by this 
Ec N according to the Firſt Rule above 
= down? _- GT. * 
A. According to the Firſt Rule this Command» 
Ment does Forbid atis * 
1. Uſing in Common Diſcourſe or on —_— and 
Needleſs Occaſions theſe or the like Expreſſions, O 
Jeſu, O Chriſt, O Lord, Good Lord, &c. Alſo theſe or 
the like Oaths, By Jeſu, By Chriſt, By my Saviour, B 
my Redeemer, By my Faith, By my Salvation, By my Lift 
By my Soul, &c. as alſo;By Heaven, By the Stars, &c. 

o which is ro be added the uſe of Such Expreſſions, 
as are no other than Oaths or Forms of Swearing con- 
trated or ſhortned, as Od or Ad, that is, By God, 
'Od 'sbud or Sbud, that is, By God's Bloed; Od Wounds 
or 'Swounds, that is, By Ged's Wounds; 'Od's Life or 
life, that is, By God's Life ; Od Zookers or 'Szookers, 
that is, By God's Succour ; 'Od's Semmes or Odi me, that 
is, As God Sees me, &. , 

2. All Irreverence or Contempt to Any thing, 
wherein God's Name and ur is more pecu- 
. concerned, Levit. 2. Of which ſort are 
ch 

4 


Particulars following: 
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Nr 


The Particulars contained under this Com- 
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Speaking Reproaokfully: or Contemptyouſly of 
Gad s Haly Religion, or (that wherein it is declared 
Holy, Herd: Ridicoling or applying Any Expreſſion 
of the Holy Scripture to an id or Vain or Light Senſe: 
as alſo uſing our Bi#lz; with No more Regard than 
Common Bonk, by Suffering them, when grown Old 
and won beyond uſe, to lie Scattered about in torn 
8 to be applied to Common, if not Vile, 


All Diſhonouring of the Places of God's Worſhip or 
Churches. hy. going into them as into any Common 
Nlace, — — ſhewing- Reverence thereto, as by 

+ Ruſting. and Keeping off our Hats during our ſtay there- 


in) by uſing any Vain or Looſe Diſcourſe therein, 


by Drinking and: Tipling therein at times of Ring- 
ing, and mote eſpecially by Drinking at or Playing 
(at any Sport) upon the Communi on- Table, or the like. 
Leuit. 19; 30. and 26. 2. Eccleſ. 5. x. Exod. 3. 5. Fab 
5. 15. Mark 11. 15, 16, 1 Cor. 11, 21, 22, Lev. 2 
Mal. 1. 7; 12. ; s - ( | 
Laſtly, Diſhonouring God's Minifters on account 
of their Office or not ſhewing them Due Regard, as 
being God's Minifters, though they may perhaps be 
otherwiſe Blameable on account of their own Lives 
and Practices, Mat. 10. 14, 15. Luke 10. 16. 2 Kings 
2. 23, 24, Cr. LO 
A. Wbat is to be further underſtood by this Com- 
— ment according to the Second Rule above laid 
o 06 n? | 
A. According to the ſaid Rule this Third Com- 
mandment does Require us Always to mention Any 
Name that relates to God or Chriſt, with religious 
Reverence, and never but upon Juſt and Weighty oc- 
caſions; highly to Eſteem and diligently to Read and 
Meditate on G, Word or the Holy Scriptures ; to be 
Devout and Reverent in dur Prayers and all other acts 
af Religious Worſhip , highly. to Reverence God's 
Sauctuaries or Places ſet apart for God's publick 
Worſhip, and therefore to Pul and Keep eff aur — 
w 
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whenever we come into or ſtay in them; to uſe Re- 


ligious or at leaſt Innocent diſcourſe in them; Willing- 


ly and Freely to Contribute our Share towards Keep- 
ing them in Good Repa:y and Clean and Decent, and 
alſo in making them Beautiful, duly conſidering that 
it is very Unfitting and Irreligious, that the Houſe of 
God ſhould be in Worſe order than Our dwelling Houſer. 
2 Sam. 7. 2, &c. 1 Chron. 17. 1, 2,10. Laſtly, to Ho- 
nour and highly Eſteem God's Miniſters (whatever their 


Perſonal Abilities or Failings v. , ) on account of 
t Theſſ. 5 


their Holy Function or Office. 2. 

% Whar is ſtill yet to be underſtood by this Com- 
mandment according to Rule the Third above laid 
down ? F 

A. Accarding to the ſaid Rule this Commandment 
does oblige us, co take Special heed that All under 
our care (as Children, Servants, Apprentices, &. do 
not offend, bur keep this Commandment, in the Se- 
veral fore-mentioned and all other Branches thereof, 
As alſo according to the ſeveral Pious Laws made to 
that purpoſe, to Complain of and Bring to Puniſh- 


** 
* 
yy 


ment Such as are Guilty of Profane Curſing and 
Swearing, wilful Perjury, &c. 

After what Special manner has God obliged us 
to the Keeping of this Commandment ? 

A. By adding thereunto by way of Threatning, 
that he will not hold dim gui that taketh his 
name in vain, chat is, will Not eafily Forgive this Sin 
or the Breach of this Commandment, that he will 
Not forgive it without a Sei and wore than ordinary 
Repentance. | 

£2. What is to be learnt from the Third Command- 
ment in reference to Commos Swearers, and Such others 
as uſe themſelves to take Goa's Name in Vain in their 
Common Diſcourte ? 

A. That their caſe is very Sad and Miſerable. 
For ſince God hath declared that he will not hold 
him gniltleſs that trangreſſes the Third Command- 
ment but Once; how much _ Severely ſhall he deal 
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with them, who Live in 4 Continual tranſgreſſion of 


viour bids us (a) to Swear not at all, tis plain that he 


viour Himſelf in the New Teftament. (a) Mat. 5. 
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this Commandment. — 
9. But on the other hand is the Third Command- 
ment to be ſo underſtood, as to Forbid Swearing in 
all caſes whatever ? 
A. It is not to be ſo underſtood ; for when our Sa- 


meant that we ſhould not Swear at all in our Commus- 


_ nication or Common Converſation. When therefore we fre 


are required to Swear by Perſons in due Authority, Y #7 
and in caſes which concern (b) Truth, Judgment, and G. 
Righteouſneſs ; then to Swear Reverently is an Af of 
Religious Worfhip, and tends to God's Glory, and is there- 
fore not only Lawful, but frequently (c) Com- 
manded by God, practiſed (d) by Holy Men both in 
the Old and New Teſtament, and even by (e) God 
Himſelf in the Old Teſtament, and by our (f) Sa- 


34, &c. (b) Jer. 4. 2. (c) Deut. 6. 13. and 10. 20. 
td) Jeſb. 2. 12, 17, &c. 1 Sam. 20. 17. 1 Kings 1. 13. 
Ezra 10. 5. Neb. 5. 12, 19. 2 Cor, 1. 23. Gal. 1. 20. 
(e) Gen. 23. 16. Pſ. 89. 3, 35. (f) Mat. 26. 63. | 

What may be hence learnt in reference to the 
People called Quakers? 

A. That as they do very Well and are to be highly 
Commended, and Imitated by Others, in conſcientiouſly 
Avoiding Al manner of Swearing or mentioning of God's 
Name in Common Diſcourſe: ſo "tis a piece of Weakneſs 
in them and ariſes from their ba ee the 
meaning of the Scriptures, to Think that they are 
thereby Forbid to Swear or take an Oath, though it be 
in the caſes of Truth, Judgment, or Righteouſneſs. 

2. Since the third Commandment obliges us to 
Honour and Reverence God's Churches or Houſes, what is 
to be hence learnt in reference to Churchwardens and 
ſuch like Officers ? 

A. That ſuch of them as do not faithfully Diſ- 
charge their office, by keeping their Churches at leaſt 
in Decent repair, do thereby Sin againſt the ira ns 

mand- 


| [29] 
mandment in a Double reſpe&, Firſt, in not having 


. that Regard to God's Houſe, as they ought even as 


1 Private Perſons ; Secondly, by breaking that Oath, 
which they took at entering into their Office ; and ſo 
making themſelves alſo guilty of the grievous Sin of 
e - Perjury. 
1 2. What may be further learnt on the like ſcore 
e from the third Commandment, in reference to Diſſen- 
y, ders, or Any others that Refuſe ro ſhew Reverence to 
4 God's Houſes or Churches? 1 | 
of A. From ſuch their pra@iſe may be learnt the great 


e- Force of Prejudice, and the great Subtilty of the 


i- | Devil, in that he can ſo far Delude Men, as to make 
in | them take an Act of Irreligion to be an Act of Religion, 
d | and to make them think that it is Any More a Sin, 
a. | to ſhew Reverence to a Place, or look upon a Place 
5. | #5 Holy, becauſe it is fer apart for God's Service, than 
©. it is to ſhew Reverence to a Day, or to look upon 
3. | the Sableth-Day as Holy, becauſe it is ſer apart for 
o. | God's Service; eſpecially when God hath more than 
once joined Both together in that Command, Te: ſha! 
he || keep my Sabbaths, and Reverence my Sanfuary, Lev. 19. 
30. and 26, 2. | 
bly ©. What is the Furth Commandment? 
ly F A. Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath= 
a's || day. Six days ſhalt thowlabour and do all that thou 
haſt to do, but the ſeventh day is the Sabbath of 
the Lord thy God, In it thou ſhalt do no mannez of 
work, thou and thy Son, and thy Daughter, thy 
Wan-ſervant and thy Maid⸗ ſervant, thy Catrle and 
the Stranger that is within thy Gates. For in fix 
days the Lord made Heaven and Earth, the Sea and 
A that in them is, and reſted the Seventh day: 
wherefore the Lord bleſſed rhe Seventh day, and 
hallowed it. 
N What is the Duty expreſſed in this Command- 
ment: 
A. The Duty expreſily commanded herein is to 
irtp hole the — that is, to ſet _ 
. f 2 | ne 
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One Day in Seven as a Sabbath or Day of Reſt from 
Common buſineſs, and to be employed on God's Ser- 
vice both Publick and Private. Alſo in this Com- 
mandment That is expreſily Required, which (ac- 
cording to Rule the third above-mentioned) is to be 
underſtood as Required in All the others, namely, that 
Every Perſon ſhould be careful not only to Keep this 
Commandment Himſelf, but likewiſe that A under his 
Government, his Son, and his Daughter, Wan-ſer- 
bant and Maid-ſervant, &c. ſhould do the tame. 
2 Whar is more particularly and fully to be un- 

derſtood by this Furth Commandment according to 
the Rules above laid down ? | 
A. This Commandment is according thereunto to 
be underſtood more particularly and fully 

1. To Require us to come conſtantly to Church 
at the Time and Beginning of Publick ſervice ; De- 
vourly to join in the Prayers; attentively to hear Ser- 
mons, and religiouſly to Receive the Holy Sacrament 
when it is adminiſtred: as alſo to ſpend the Reſt 
' &f the Sabbath. day (which is not ſpent in Church) in 
Reading and Meditating on God's word at Home, in 
meditating on the works of the Creation and more e- 
ſpecially of the Redemption, in Private Prayers, in in- 


ructing our Children, younger Servants, Apprenti- 4 


es, & c. in the Catechiſm, and (Recollecting our 
ves what We, pad) calling upon them to give an 
account of what They — * from the portions 
of Scriptures (namely, Pſalms, Leſens, Epiftles, yh 
Goſpels) which they have heard Read that Day in 
Church, and from the Sermon or Expoſition on the 
| techiſm, N a A* 
2. This Commandment is to be underſtood to Fore 
bid us, to Follow our Common employ or Do any Come 
non work on the Lord s-day ES as is requiſite 
for our Bodily Suſtenance, as Providing our meals; 
or for the Refreſhment of our Minds, as Walking, 
Cc. or Works of Charity whether to Man or Beaſt) 


to Put off to the Sunday, Any Common Buſineſs (as 
| | Going 
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Going Journeys, Trimming or Shaving, Carrying home 


Cloat hs or Shoes, &c.) that may be done ona Week-day, 


only to Get more time for our Common Buſineſs : 
to Loſe. or as it were Shorten the Sunday by Lying 
longer in Bed Mornings, or Going to Bed ſooner at 
Nights, only becauſe tis Sunday; to think that it is 
in our Power to Give leave to our Servants to Miſ- 
ſpend the Sabbath in Going to ſee their own Friends, 
or in Doing any of their Own Bufineſs, becauſe we 
will not Spare them from Our Service in the Week: 
to be any ways Acceſſary to Perſons Miſ-ſpending 
the Lord's Day, as by ſuffering them to Sir and Drink 


in our Houſes, if we keep Publick Houſes ; or if We 
are Officers, whoſe Duty it is to Yiſit Publick Houſes, 


and to Prevent ſuch Diſorders on the Sabbath-day. 
Laſtly, We are hereby Forbid to Forſake Our Parijh 
Churches or Congregations, or to Go to Meeting Houſes 
or Separate Congregations ; this being Not to Keep Holy, 
but one way of Profaning the Sabbath-day. Heb. 10.5. 
1 Cor. 11. 20. 2 Tim. 4. 3, 4. 

For what Reaſon did God appoint One day in 
Seven to be Kept Healy? | * 

A. For the Reaſon mentioned in the Command- 
ment, namely, becauſe in fix days the Lord made 


. Heaven and Earth, the Sea and all that therein 
is, and reſted the Seventh day: wherefore the Lord 


bleſled the ſeventh day and hallowed it. 

2. Which is the One day in the Seven or in the Week, 
that we Chriſtians obſerve as the Sabbath? 

A, It is the Firſt day or Sunday: becauſe our Savi- 
our on That day aroſe from the Dead, and thereby 
confirmed the Truth of his Holy Religion beyond 
all Reaſonable Exception, and conſequently manifeſt- 
ed that he had verily and indeed Redeemed us from 
the Spiritual Bondage of Sin aud Satan. 

2. Which is the Fifrh Commandment ? 

A. Honour thy Father and thy Mother, that rhy 
days may be long in the Land which the Lord che 
God giveth thee, 


9. What 
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©. What is the thing c:2reſed in this Command. 
ment? | | 

A. The Duty of Honouring our Natural Parents, that 
15, not only Reverencing them by durifully Obeying 
their Commands, Receiving their Inſtructions, taking 
their Advice particularly in the caſe of Marriage, 
minding their Reproofs, ſubmitring to their Cor- 
regions, bearing with their Infirmities ; but alſo 
Loving and (if need be) Succouring, Helping and 
Aſſiſting them all the ways we can. 

What is further to be underſtood by this Com- 
mandment ? Wo 
A. This Commandment is to be further underſtood 
as comprehending the Duty of All Inferiours to their 
Snperiours (the cluef ſorts of Superiours being agree- 
zbly hereunto called Fathers in Scripture, as Gen. 45.8. 
Job 29416, Judg. 17. 10. and 18. 19. 2 Kings 2. 12. 
and 5. 13. and 6 21. and 13, 14. Iſa. 49. 23. 1 Cor. 
4- 15.) and on the other hand the Duty of S»periours 

to Inferiours. Wherefore 
| 1. This Commandment Requires 


From Subject Actual obedience to their Sovereign ' 
King or neem, and to All that are put in authority un- 


der him or her in reſpect of their Lawful Commands, 


and Paſſive obedience or a patient Suffering ſuch Pu- 


niſhments as ſhall be inflicted on them for Not Obey- 


ing in things Unlawful or Forbidden by God. 1 Pet. 


2. 13, 14, 19, Cc. Rom. 13. 1, Cc. Eccleſ. 10. 20. 

From Scholars to their Teachers or Maſters Reſpect, 
Atrention, and Submiſſion with a Due Reward for 
their Labours: and more eſpecially from Common 
Chriftians to their Spiritual Teachers or Miniſters and 
the Governours of the Church, Humility and a Readi- 
neſs to be Guided by Them, and to Obey and Sub- 
mit to Their Rules and Orders in All things Not 
Sinful ; as alſo Willingly and Chearfully to Pay them 
their Full Tithes or Due: ; and not only ſo, but more- 


over according to their Abilities to Contribute Fur- 
ther towards a Decent Competency for Their Miniſters, | 
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if the Proviſion made by the Law be Not Sufficient, 
Remembring what Sr. Paul ſaith, that ſince They Sew 
unto us Spiritual things, it is but a Small thing if They 
Reap our Carnal or Temporal Things, Hebr. 13. 17. 
1 Cor. 9. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. 

From Wives towards their Husbands Love, Honour 
and Obedience; a Careful and Juſt Management of 
their Concerns, not to Forſake them in any Troubles 
or Adverſities; with other Duties belonging more 
particularly to the Seventh Commandment. 

From Servants, Apprentices, Hired Labourers, &c. 


towards their Maſters Diligence in their Buſineſs ; _- 


Truth and Juſtice in what they are intruſted with; 
to be as Careful in the Management of their Mafters 
Concerns, as if they were their Own. To Honour, 
Fear, and Obey their Maſters, without Anſwering 
again, when Chid or Reproved, or Contradicting and 
Gainſaying what is ſaid to them by their Maſters or 
Miſtreſſes, but to ſhew All Humility and Submiſſion. 
In ſhort, to be Obedient to their Maſters, &c. as 
Unto Chriſt; as to the Lord. Eph. 6. 5,6,7. Tit. 2 9, 10. 
iPet- 2. 18, 19. * 

From Younger towards the Elder an out ward decent 
Reſpe& to their Age, Givizg them the upper piace, 
if of Equal Rank; to hearken to their Advice, eſpe- 
cially in ſuch things as they have had long Experi- 
ence in; Not to Laugh at or Affront them for Any 
Infirmities of Old Age, Cc. Lev. 19. 22. Job 32. 7. 
Prov. 16. 31. 1 Tim. 5. 1, 2. 

And on the other hand this Commandment Requires 

From Parents to tlieir Children Care to Breed them 
up, when Young, and to inſtruct them early in the 
Principles of Religion, and to that end more eſpecially 
to have them taught to Read the Bible; to make Tem- 
poral Proviſion for them according to their abilities; 
to be Gentle towards them in their common Behavi- 
our, to Encourage them when they do Well; to Pu- 
niſh them when they do Ill, not out of Paſſion, but 
according to the Fault. 
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From Princes, and Others in authority under them to- 
wards the People, to Deſign in all things the Publick 
Good, and therefore eſpecially to take care, that the 
True Religion be Maintain'd and Encourag'd, and that 


All Falſe, Schiſmatical, or otherwiſe Unjuſtifiable Ways 


of Worſhip be (tho' Tolerated or not Reſtrained b 
Force, yet) Diſcourag'd and Diſcountenanc'd by All 
Proper and Suitable Methods; to Endeavour to Put 
aſtopto All Vice and 3 to Rule with Gen- 
tleneſs, Juſtice, and Equity, & c. I King, 3.7, 9. Pſ. 72.1. 
&c. Pſ. io t. Prov. 20. 28. Iſ.49.23. Rom. 13.4. 1 Per. 2. 14. 
From Teachers to their Scholars, Faithfully and Di- 
ligently to attend their Teaching; and more particu- 


larly from Miniſters to their People, Faithfully and Di- 


ligently to attend on their Miniſtry, and to Suffer No 


Pant or Time of Publick Service to Grow into Diſuſe 
by any Default or Neglect of Their Own; Seriouſly to 
Conſider what Inſtruction is moſt Proper and Need- 
ful for their Pariſbioners, and Chiefly to Inſiſt on Such 
Points, and Not to Omit Handling of Them for fear 
of Giving Offence to Such as are Faulty therein, or 
on Any other Worldly or Time. ſerving Conſidera- 
tion whateyer : In ſhort, Freely and Plainly to tell 
Every One of his Faults, and to Endeavour his A- 
mendment All the Ways they Can. Ezzk. 3. 17, 18. 
Acts 20. 20. Gal. 1. 10. 2 Cor. 6.8. £ 
From Husbands to their Wives to be Kind and Lo- 
ving to them, to let them partake of their Subſtance, 
co look after them in all Diſtreſſes, and not to be Se. 
parated from them till Death; with other Duties re- 


lating more immediately to the Seventh Command- 


ment. 
From Maſters to their Servants, &c. Kindneſs and 
Gentlencſs; to allow them what is Convenient in all 


 reſpeQs; to take care of their Souls as well as Bodies; 


and to that end to allow them Due time for the Ser 
vice of God both private and publick. Eph. G. 9. Col 

4. 1. Jam. 5 4. 
From Elder Perſons to Dunger to give them good 
Ex 
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Example, and their Advice and Direction in all 
things they can by reaſon of their Greater Experi- 
ENCE, Occ. Tit. 2. 2, 3, 4. 8 
2. This Commandment is to be underſtood to For- 
bid Children being any ways Undutiful to their Parents, 
and Parents being Unkind to their Children : Subjects 


r Any Plot or Contrivance of Treaſon, 
againſt their Lawful Sovereign; and Sovereigus to Op- 
preſs or Tyrannize or Uſurp and Exereiſe any Illegal 
and Undue Authority over their Subject:; Pariſbioners 
to be Diſreſpectful or _ ways Perverſe or Froward 
to their Minifters ; to Withdraw themſelves from 


Hearing their own Miniſter upon any Quarrel or Diſs / 


taſt, or out of Slight and Contempt, and to become 
Hearers of Any Other (tho a Lawful and Rightful) 
Miniſter ; much more to Leave their Own Pariſh. Mi- 
miſter, and to Follow any Schiſmeticsl or Difſentivg 


eacher; and on the other ſide this Command For- 


bids Minifters to give to their Pariſhioners any Juſt 
Grounds for Diſreſpe& or Leaving them; to give 


them Bad Example either by Living Diſorderly them- 
ſelves, or by Keeping Company and being Familiar - 


with Any others that walk Diſorderly, as. Common 


ſpecially Diſſenting Teachers, foraſmuch as the Common 
People are too apt to be induced by Seeing their Owe 
Miniſters Familiar with Difſenting Teachers to think that 
it matters not, Which they go to Hear, and ſo are 
Brought not to have Due Apprehenſion of the Hei- 
nous and Damnable Sin of Separating from the Commu- 
en of the Church of England, Ge. The other Parts 
of this Branch may be eaſily inferred from what has 
been ſaid in Relation to Husbands and Wives, Maſters 
and Servants, &c. under the foregoing Branch. 
What is the Encouragement, which God gave 
” to the Jews in reſpe& of Obedience to this Com- 
mandment, and how far doth it belong to Us Chri- 


| F A. The 


od ian? 
X 


to Reſiſt or take up Arms, or to Plot or be any ways 


Drunkards, Swearers, &c. alſo Obſtinate Diſſenters, e- 


'# 


1 3615 
4. The Eneauragement given to the Jews for to 
Obey this Command was, that it ſhould-be a Special 
Means to Prolong their days in the Land of Canaan, 
And therefore on the Like Grounds We Chriſtians 


may Reaſonably hope, that Our Obſervance of this 


Command will be a Good Means for Our Proſperity in 
this Life, but more eſpecially for Our Everlaſting Hap- 
| pineſs in the Heavenly Canaan. t\ 

* — ae Sixt h Commandment? 

t do no Murther. 

_ hat is the Sin expreſily Forbidden by this Com- 
mandment? 8 1 | 
A. The Sin of Murther, or Wilfully and Unlaw- 
fully raking away a Man's Life. ; 

— 4 further to be underſtood by this Com- 

A. Thereby is to be-underſtood 

1. A forbidden, All contriving or ſeeking to take 
away à Man's Life, and whatever tends to Murther, 
as Immoderate Anger, Hatred, Revenge, Evil-ſpeak- 
ing, Quarrelling, Drunkenneſs, Setting others at Va- 
riance, Setting Boys to fight and ſo Training them 
up to Revenge, ch. As alfo all Murthering or Hurt- 
ing a Man's Reputatioſ by Backbiting, Slandering or 
Tale- bearing: All Uncharitableneſs or Unwilling- 
neſs to contribute towards the Relief of Others ne- 
ceſſitiet according to dur abilities. Moreover, All 
Imprecations or Curſing and Wiſhing Evil to Others, 
and ſo thefe and the like Expreſſions, Damn ye, Rot ye, 


the Devil take ye, Plague or Pox on ye, &c. Laſtly, 
— 


Self- murther or Killing Ones ſelf, either on pu 
or in effect by Intemperance or Any other Vice, 
which naturally tends ro ſhorten Life. 

2. As Required, to Do All we Lawfully can for 
the Safety both of our Own and Neighbours Lives; 
to Promote the Good and Welfare of Others; to En- 
deavour to make Peace between them that are at 
Difference, to Offer no Injuries our ſelves to Others, 
and to put up (eſpecially ſmall) Injuries * 

+ : chers 
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Others to Us; to be Charitable accofding te url 


ability, &c! Mat. 5.9, 21, 44, G. | 
N. What is the Seventh Commandment ? 

A. Thou ſhalt not commit Ydultery. 

2. What is the Sin expreſih Forbidden by this 
Commandment ? e 

A.Fdultery, or being Unfaithfirl to tie Marringe-bed, 

What elſe is to be underſtood by this Com- 

mandment? | — | 

A. Thereby is to be nnderſtood, 1. As Forbidden, 
All ſorts of Uncleanneſs whatever ; and therefore all 


other Acts of Uncleanneſs befides Adultery, ſuch as 


are Fornication or Carnal knowledge between Single 
or Unmarried Perſons ; all Inceſt, as between Father 
and Daughter, Son and Mother, all Unſeemly Mar- 
riages between Near Relations; Sodomy or Mens 
working with Men that which is Unſeemly ; All 
Uncleannefs in Words or Diſcourſe, Filrhy or Bawd 

expreſſions, Learning or Singing Bawdy Songs or Ba 

Jads, or Hearkening to them when ſung by others; 
all Obſcene or Bawdy Alluſions by ufing words of a 


Like ſound in a different and B:wdy ſenſe, as is too 


uſual among Common people in the time of Harveſt ; 
all Unclean Thoughts or Deſires and ſo much as 
looking upon a Woman to Luſt after her. Laſtly, All 


things that naturally tend to Excite Uncleanneſs or 


Luſt, as Immodeſty in Dreſſing, Wantonneſs in Be- 
haviour, Intemperance, and Idleneſs the Great Parent 
or Cauſe of All Vice. Mat. 5. 29, &c. 1 Cor. 3. 17. 
and 6. 9. and 9. 27. Gal. 5. 19. Eph, 5. 3, 4 &c. Rom 
7. 26, 37. Col. 3.5. 1 Pet. 2. 11. 5 

2. As. Required, All Faithfulneſs to the Marriage. 
bed, Chaſtity not only in Deed, but in Word and 
Thought, and whatever may tend to promote Cha- 
ſtity, as Gravity in behaviour, Modeſty in apparel, 
Temperance, and more eſpecially Diligence in ones 
Calling or Keeping enes ſelf continually imployed in 
ſome honeſt and Jawful concern. 

What is the puniſhment appointed by God for 

Adultery ? | F 2 A. No 
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A, No leſs than Preſent Death: whence we may 
learn that however Men may eſcape the Pyniſhme 
due to this Sin in thisLife, yet without a Sincere — 
ſpecial Repentanee they ſhall be Puniſhed for it with 
Eternal Death in the life to come. | * 
2. What is the Eighth Commandment ? 
A. Thou ſhalt not Steal. 
Nhat is the thing expreſ#'d in this Commandment? 
4. The Sin of Stealing or taking away Another's 
Goods ſecretly and without his conſent. _ 
What elſe is to be underſtood by this Com- 
mandment? 6 
A. Hereby is to be underſtood | 
1. As Forbidden, All manner of Unlawful Gain, or 
Keeping Back from another what is his Right : all 
ſorts of Robbing,as Robbing on the High- way, Robb- 
ing Houſes, Barns, — — cc. all Sorts of Cheat- 
ing in Buying and Selling, as Falſe Weights, Falſe 
Meaſures; All Qver-reaching or making Qne that 
does not underſtand the matter, to pay above the 
common value of the thing, or above what it would 
have been ſold for ro another : Borrowing without 
intending to pay, or when not able to pay : Extortion 
or making ſuch as are in need for Money pay above 
the Lawful uſe of it; Demanding Exceſſive rates for 
Procuring, Continuing or Advancing of Money and 
| Intereſt ; Buying Mens Goods or Eſtates that are in 
Want at too Low and Under Rates: All Eye-ſervice 
in Servants, Apprentices, or Day-labourers: Per- 
ſwading or 
Drinking or Tipling, as is the Common practice 
of Ale. Sellers: Being any ways Acceſſary to Theft, 


Robbery, or any of the fore- mentioned Sins, as by 


— Concealing and helping to put off Stolen 
goods, &c. Likewiſe whatever may tend to bring 
a Man to Poverty, or ſuch a condition, as may put 


Keeping away any thing from another by having the 
3 33 Longer 


Tempting Men to ſpend their Money in 


im upon Stealing or Robbing, as Idleneſs, Cc. 
ikewiſe Going, to Law upon an Unjuſt title, or 
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Longer Purſe to hold out at Law; Encouraging Per- 
ſons to go to Law in an Unjuſt cauſe, or being an 
other ways Concerned in carrying on an Unju 
Law- ſuit. Moreover, Asking of Charity or (ſeeking 
Relief (by any ways) of Others, when We do not 
really ſtand in Need of It; Putting Ones ſelf upon 
the Pariſh, when One hath wherewithal co Maintain 
himſelf with his own Induſtry; Br:aking or Pre- 
tending Not to have wherewith ro Pay Others, onl 
that we may make them Compound, c. All Miſ- 
ending of Publick Monies (deſign'd for Repairing of 
igh-ways or the Like) in Treats or Drinking, and 
Not Laying it out as Faithfully and as Far as if It had 
been Our Own ; Laſtly, the Greateſt Degree af the Sing 


of Stealing, or That which is peculiarly called Sacri-— 


ledge, namely, Stealing or Taking away from its Right 
Uſe — 8 that is Holy and Set apart to ſome Re- 
ligious Uſe; Of which ſort is Robbing Churches or 
Taking away the Communion-Plate, Pulpit-Cuſbions' or 
Cloth, &c. as alſo Keeping Back Any Monies Given 
to the Church, or Miſ-ſpending Any Monies allowed 
for the Repair of It, &c. Defrauding Miniſters of 
Any Part of their Tithes or Dues; or Forcing them to 
Go to Law for It, &'c. Lev. 19. 11, 13. Rom. 2. 21. 
Eph. 4. 28, Exod. 23. 9. Lev. 25. 14. Þſ. 37. 31. Prov. 
20. 10. and 22. 16. and 28.8. Luke 18. 11. 1 Cor. 5; 
105 11. and 6. 10. 1 Theſſ. 4. 6. Jam. 5.4. 1 Tim. 5. 8. 
Prov. G. 1. and 11. 15, and 22. 26. Deut. 23. 19, 20. 
Pſ. 15. 5. Prov. 28. 8. and 10. 2. and 13. 11. and 20. 
21. Jer. 17. 11. Mat. 5. 40. 1 Cor. 6. 1, 6, 7, &c. 

2. As Required, To Hinder all we can others from 
Stealing and Robbing; to Complain of to the Ma- 
giſtrate, and to have the Laws put in Execution 
againſt, Idle Perſons, Drunkards, &c. to Diſcover 
all Thefts, Robberies, or Stoln goods we know of; 
to be faithful in our Maſters buſineſs; and when 

ired by the Dir, to do an honeſt Days-werk, - 
though we be not over-looked : ro be Diligent and 
Painful in our Calling, and to endeavour thereby to 
98 5 ö - ger 
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get an honeſt Livelihood : to be True and Juſt in All 
our dealings with Others. Eſ. 15. 1, 2. Prev. 16. r1, 
A. What is the Ninth Commandment?? 


"A. —— ſhalt not bear Falſe witneſs again the 


29. What is the thing expreſſed in this Command- 
ment | ce 

A The Sin expreſily Forbidden hereby is Beaing 
Falfe witneſs againſt ou: Neighbour, or Falſely Ac- 
ciſeng him, eſpecially in Judgment, or in a Court 
Juſtice. Prev. 6. 18, 19. Luke 3- "18 "(200 
bat is to be further underſtood by this Com- 
mandment? 45 W 

A. Hereby is to be underſtood WN 
1. As Forbidden, All ſorts or manner of Lying, whe- 
ther by Word, or Geſture; or Signs, or Writing, &c. 
Giving in a Falſe Verdict on any Occaſion whatever, 
either out of Revenge or Ill-Will, or out of Favour 
of Kindneſs to the Party or Parties concerned in the 
Perdi# : All ways of being Acceſſary to Falſe wit- 
neſs, as Suborning or Procuring by Money Falſe wit- 
neſſes, or getting another Perſon to procure them for 
us: All Counterfeiting of Hands and Seals, or Any 
other Writing, which may ſerve to overthrow onr 
Neighbour's Cauſe: Likewiſe All Calumny or raiſing 
and ſpreading falſe and ſcandalous Reports Concern- 
ing our Neighbour: Tale-bearing or Carrying Falſe 
Stories from houſe to houſe : Being apt to give heed 
to ſuch Stories, or any ways to encourage ſuch as 
bring them, or to cenſure or judge hard of others 
without juſt Cauſe, &c. 1 Kings 21. 10. Mat. 26. 59. 
Pf. 15. 1, 2. Mat. . 1, 2. Eph. 4. 25. Jam. 1. 26, Lev. 
29. 16. Prov. 12. 11. and 18. 8. and 26. 22 

2. As Required, To be very Exact in ſpeaking no- 
thing but Truth of our Neighbour: To be Ready 
to bear True Witneſs to him upon all Occaſions, and 
though it cannot be done without getting the III-will 
of ſome other: To Diſcover all Perjuries or falſe 


/ Teſti- 


:, 


Ext. 33. 15, 16. Mic. 6. 8. Eph. 4. 28. 1 Thefſf.3.11,12, 
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Teſtimonies; Forging of Hands and Seals, &. To i 


Vandicate our Neighbour's 2 as far as.we 
can, or otherwiſe to hold our Tongues and ſay Noa 
thing of him, at leaſt not to Aggravate his Faults 2 
To Judge moſt Charitably of others Actions, and 
whenever our Neighbour's Action is fairly Capable 
of a Good as well as Bad ConſtruQtion, to take it in 
the Beft Senſe, Pſ. 16. 1, 2. Eph. 4. 25. 1 Pet. 3. 10. 
Mat. 7. 1, 2. 1 Cer. 13. 5, 7. Luke 23. 41. A 25. 7: 

2. What is the Tenth Commandment ? 

A. Thou ſhalt not Covet thy Neighbour” s Houſe 2 

thou ſhalt not Canet thy Neighbour s-Wife, nor his 

Servant, nor his Main, nor his Ox, nor his Al 
nor any thing that is his. 

What is _ Sin Forbidden i in. this Command- 
mene?/. N 

40 Phe Coveting or Unlawful Defire of what is 
Another Mans; namely, when a Mans Deſire puts 


him upon thinking or contriving to get into his Os 


hangs that which is Aut bers, without the Conſent of 


Him to whom it belongs; or by Any other Unlawful 


means. Nom 7. 7. Cal. 5. 16, 90 Eph. 4. 22. Col. 3.5. 
1. Pa, is; Ct TY CE 11. 
5 nett is furthsrs be underſtood by thi Com- 


1 Ie may be looked - din as the Sum of All the 
other Commands that have Reſpe& do our Neigh- 
bour, and conſequently thereby is to be underſtood, 

1. As Forbidden, Whatever can be ſuppoſed to be 
to the Prejudice or Hurt of our Neighbour. 

1% As Required, To be Content with Our preſent 


State and Condition, whatever it be; ſo as nor to 


Envy our Neighbour upon the account of Any thing 
he poſſeſſes, 1 Cor. t3 "4: Phil, 4: 19; 1 Theſſ. 4.11, 12. 
I Tims 6. 6. Hebr- 13 

Q. 9. that dolt then chiefly learn by theſe Com⸗ 
mandments ? 

A: I learn, Two things in general , my Duty 


more immediately towards God, which is contained 
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in the Four Firſt Commandments, and my Duty more 
immediately towards wp Neighbour, which is con-; 
tained in the Size Laſt Commandments. And on ac- 
count of this Twofo/d general Diviſion it is, that the 
Ten Commandments were at firſt: writ in Two diſtin& 
Tables, One containing Our Duty ts God, the Other ts 
eur Neighbour ; and alſo that our Saviour reduces the 
Commandments but to Two in general, the Firſt like- 

wiſe containing Our Daty to God, the Second Our Duty 
to our Neighbour. Exod. 31. 18. and 34, 1. Mat. 22, 
Se 12 
Q, 10. What is thy Duty towards God? JF: 
. .A- Wy Duty towards God is (by our Saviour 
Mark 12. 30. ſummed up in ſhort thus, To. love him 
with all my heart, with all my mind, with all my ſoul, 
and with all my ſtrength : but it may be deſcrib'd more 
2 and fully thus, namely, in Reſpe& to the 
rſt Commandment) To Believe in him, to Fear 
him, and to Love him with all my Heart, with all my 
Mind, with all my Soul, and with all my Strengthz 
in reſpett to the ſecond Commandment (not by any 
Image' or Likeneſs, but Immediately or Directly) to 
 worlhip him, to give him Thanks, to put my whole 
Cruſt in him, to call upon him: in reſpect to the 
third Commandment, to Honour his Holy Name and 
His Word; and (in Reſpect to the fourth Command- 
ment) to ſerve him truly (as at other times and in 
Private, ſo eſpecially on the Sabbath. Day and by faith- 
my n his Pablick Service) all the days of 
mp like. = 
Q. Ir. What is thy Duty towards thy Neighbour 2 
A. Mr Duty towards my Neighbour is (as our 
Saviour, Mat. 7. 12, Mark 12. 31. hath ſummed it up 
in ſhort) To love him as my lelf, and to do unto 
All men as J would they ſhould. do unto me z (or 
as it may be more Largely deſcribed in regard to 


Esch of the Six "Commandments belonging to my | 
Neighbour, namely in reſpe& to the fifth.) to lobe, 


honour > and ſuccout my Father and ; to 


1 ) 


L403: 

honour and obey the Queen, and All that are put in 
Juthority under her; to ſubmit my ſelf to all my 
Governours Teachers, Spiritual 2 and Ma= 
ſters; to order my lelf Lowlp and Keverently to all 
my Betters : (ia reſpe& to the ſixth) to Hurt no 
body by Word or Deed, to bear no malice na hatred 
in my heart: (in reſpect to the eighth) to be True 
and Juft in all my dealing; to keep my hands from 
Picking and Stealing; (and in reſpe& to the ninth} 
my tongue from Evil-ſpeaking, Lying and Slander= 
ing: (in reſpe& to the ſeventh) to keep my body 
in 


RE. 4 7 0 


ur > and Chaſtity z (laſtly, 
im lin reſpett to the tenth) not to Covet nor Deſire Other 
, mens Goods, but to learn and labour truly to get 
re: my Own living, and to do my Duty in that ſlate of 


fe, unto which it ſhall pleaſe God to call me. 
A. What is to be underſtood by Loving Gad with 
ny Au the Heart, &c? or, Are we thereby Required to 
\llow vo Room at all in our Hearts for Any Degree of 
ove to Any Other Being but God? 

A. No, thus much is not to be underſtood thereby, 
sis evident from Our being Commanded by God 
Iimſelf to Love our Neighbour, and that as Our ſelves. 

herefore the Duty of Loving God with JU the Heart 
onſiſts-in Loving God Far Above and Beyond All things 
Iſe whatever: So as not to let our Love or Affection 
o Any thing elſe Draw us from Doing our Duty to 
od; but on the contrary to Love Leſs, nay compara- 
ively to Hate our (otherwiſe) Deareſt Relations, Fa- 
er and Mot her, &c. yea and Our own Lives alſo, when 
ey ſtand in competition with, or would Draw us 
om Our Duty to God. And hence it follows, that 
nto No one ought out of Obedience to his Parents, Maſter 
(or fr the Like, to Do Any thing that is Sinful, and there- 
| tO pre Not to Leave his Pariſh-Church and Go to Meetings ; 
my puch leſs ought Any One to do ſo out of Timpere! 
ve > Prereſt, or in compliance to the Will of Any ela- 

to ſ on out of hopes of being his Heir or Getting What 
our ſe leaves at his Death. © 

9, What 


4 
1 
| 
' 
Ii 
4 


ſwear my Self to ſave his Life, though I might be ſo 
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What is to be underſtood by Loving my Neighe || x 

hour as my ſelf ? Am I thereby Required to take the ,, 

ſame Care for my Neighbour's or his Families Subſiſtence, I 2 

as for my Own or 'my Families, or the like? 2 
A. By no means: But by Loving my Neighbour as p 

my ſelf is to be underſtood (according to our Saviour's 5, 

Own Expoſition) Being Willing and Ready to Do to 

Him, as I would Others ſbould to ne; that is, whatever 

I may Lawfully- and Reaſonably Deſire of Another to 

Do for Me, in my Caſe, the ſame I am in Duty Bound 

to Do to Any Other in the Like Caſe but not orher- 

wiſe, Hence if a Malefactor ſhould deſire me to For- 


Wicked perhaps as to Deſire (was I in the like Caſe) 
that Another would Forſwear himſelf for Me; yet I am 
not therefore obliged to Do ſo for Him, becauſe nei- 
ther Ought I to deſire ſuch a thing of Another, nor Any 
othey to deſire it of Me. And ſo for a Ly, or being 
Bound, Cc. for Another. 


— 


— 


| PART III. N 
Of the Church-Catechiſm, 


| Ca] 
Wherein we are more particularly and ful Pr 
mfiruted in the Knowlede of the Mean of 


of Grace, | 


A \ \ TE have been largely inſtructed as to t 

K. Firſt general Principle of our Chriſti 
Religion, to wit, the Knowledg of the Geſpel Cov 
nant, and are now to be more fully inſtructed in th 
Other General Principle of Chriſtianity, to wit, thi *Y 
Knowledg of the Means of Grace; tell me therefor} Vic 
how many there be? 

| A The 
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4. There are ſeveral Means of Grace, as Hearing, 
Reading and Meditating on the Holy Scriptures ; 
Hearing Sermons, Lectures or Expoſitions on the Ca- 
techiſm, &c. but ſuch as are Neceſſary to All Chriſti- 
ans whatever, and ſo moſt need to be explained and 
underſtood, are thoſe which our Catechiſm does more 


particularly take notice of, namely, Prayer and the 
Sacraments. | 


SECTION the Firſt. 
Concerning Prayer. 


| £.12. To begin with Prayer, concerning which the 

Catechiſm teaches us thus in general: My good Child, 
know this that thou art not Able to do theſe things 
of thy ſelt, noꝛ to walk in the Commandments of God, 
and to ſerve him, without his ſpecial Grace, which 
thou mult learn at All times to call for by diligent 
Prarer. Tell me now, what may be learnt from 
the foregoing Inſtruction concerning Prayer? 

A. From it may be learnt, 5 

1. The Reaſon or Neceſſity of Prayer, namely, Our 
Not being able of our ſelves to do what we ought, 
and the Sufficiency of God's Grace to Enable us thereta. 

2, The Frequency or Times of Prayer, namely, that 
we ought to be Ready and Willing at Fl times co 
call upon God by Prayer : and therefore beſides our 
own Private Prayers, ought not to negle& Publick 
Prayers at the Church, on Holidays or Common-days 
of the Week as well as Sundays. ; EIT 

3. That our Prayers ought to be with Diligence, 
that is, with a Devout Attention and Earneſtneſs, &c. 

N. Does a Man Sin, if he does not come to Church, 
as oft as there are Publick Prayers? 

A. As oft as nothing Keeps a Man from coming but 
his Want of a Mind or Will to come; ſo oft he is guil- 
ty of (a Wilful negle& and contempt of God's Ser» 
vice and of his own rn and therefore of 1 

5 2 N 


4 


therefore) is not Sinſu 
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Sin. But when u Man is kept away upon any occaſion 
againft his Will, then I Abſence, (being not Willful, 

2. But though a Man by neceſſary buſineſs be 
kept Himſelf from Church againſt his Will, yet ought 
he not to take care that Others of his Family attend the 
Publick Prayers, Whenever there be any ? 

A. The Same Duty to God, and the Like Concern 
for Eternal Salvation, which obliges a Man to come 
Himſelf if he can, does alſo oblige him ta take care, 
that as many of his Family come to Publick Prayers, 


as can be ſpar d without conſiderable Inconveniency. 


And becauſe it cannot be well ſuppoſed, but at leaſt 


One in any conſiderable Family may be well enough 


ſpared at Any time when there is Publick Prayer, there- 

re he that fuffers his Whole Family to be Abſent, ind 
does not take effectual care that (if not More, yer ) 
One at feaſt of his Family attend the Pablick —_— 


does thereby become Guilty of 1 Willfu! Negte& 


Contempt of God's Service, and thereby of Sin. 
Q. Suppoſe a Perſon does but come to the Publick 
Prayers, does it matter much, when he comes, whether 


at the very Beginning or Any time after? 


A. It does matter very nuch; fo much that who» 
ſoever comes not ſo, as to be Preſent at the Beginning 
of Publick Prayers, and might have come, if he had 
but a Mind or Will ; does thereby ſhew a Willful 
Diſreſpe& and an Averſion to God's Service and fo 
becomes guilty of Sin. And ſuch as make it a Cuſtom 
to come, Nor at the Beginning, but ſome conſiderable 
time after, thereby become guilty of an Habitual and 
therefore of a much Greater Sin. Tis true that a 
Good and Religious Man may happen to come ſome- 
eimes after Prayer is begun, but this being not De- 
fignedly or of Choice, but by Chance and againſt his 
ill, and he being ſincerely ſorry when it does 
happen ſo; on theſe Accounts this will not be im- 
Hyted to him as a Sin. Moreover, tis to be con- 
idered, that as God has expreſfzly declared that = 
J%ͤX“na 5 wo 


* 


engste 2 
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would not accept from the Fews a Maimed Sacrifice 
under the Law, ſo (we may rightly learn from 
thehce that) he will much leſs Accept of a Maimed 
Sacrifice from Us Chriſtians under the Goſpel. Dut 
now whoſoever doth not attend the Publick Pray- 
ers from Beginning to Ending, does offer unto God 
a Maimed Sacrifice, and therefore ſuch as he will 


Not Accept. Lev. 22. 21, 22. Mal. 1. 8. Matt h. 5. 


17220. | 
. How comes it to paſs that Men are generally ſo 
Backward to come to Publick Prayers? | 
42 The true and plain Reaſons at the bottom are 
eſe : e N 
1. A Want of a Due Senſe of Religion or their 
Bounden Duty te God. For did Men but ſeriouſly and 
duly conſider, how much God hath done and daily 
doth for them, that he Created and Redeemed, and harh 
hitherto and does daily Preſerve them ; they could 
not but think themſelves obliged ro lay hold of all 
Opportunities to Return him Publick Thanks and 
Praiſe for ſach his unſpeakable and yet undeſerved 
Mercies. Ina word, did Men but duly conſider, that 
tis God that gives them their Whole Time, they could 
not for Shame grudg to allow ſo Small a ſhare of it to 
his Publick Service ; they could not for Shame gru 
an Hour, or ſometimes Two, but moſt frequently Leſs 
than an Hour in a Day to the Publick Worſhip of Him, 
who gives them the hole Day. wig 
A Want of a Due Senſe of their Own Wretched- 
ne; Temporal and Spiritual without God's Goodneſs 
and Mercy. — as to their Temporal State did Men 
but duly conſider, that they eould not be Able to 
Work, without God gave them Health and Strength; 
that their Mork (when they are at it) ſignifies Little or 
Gochins to their Support and Maintenance, without 
gives a Bleſng thereunto ; and therefore that a 
Small time taken from their Work, and beſtowed on 


* LEY 


God"s Service, is moſt Likely to be ſo far from Damaging - 


them, that it will rather Frocure God's ſpecial Bleſſing 
EN. Hh Bas oe CD „%% I. 
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| upon their Labour, and ſo make what they take in 
q hand to Proſper : Had Men but theſe Conſiderations, ; 
„ they would not be ſo Ready and Willing (not to ſay, ; 
4 Glad) to Excuſe themſelves for tarrying from Publick 
Prayers on Weel-days, by urging that they are Forced ] 
to Work for their Livelihood: But would rather be in- 
| duced to Come to God's Publick Service, that ſo their La- 
4 bour might Proſper the more by God's ſpecial Bleſſing, 
1 and bring them in a Better Livelihood. Det 
Again, as to their Spiritual State, did Men but duly 
1 | conſider that both God's Pardon for Sins paſt, and his 
Grace to amend for the time to come, is not to be at- 
4 tained without Prayer, and that Publick as well as Pri- 
. vate; and that without Both (God's Pardon and 
. Grace) they cannot eſcape Eternal Damnation; they 


could not think it Much to take away a Little time 
1 from their Common buſineſs on any Week-day (tho 
W it ſhould poſſibly be ſome Diſadvantage to their Tem- 
1 poral Circumſtances) for Prayers, Publick as well as 
; Private; ſince the Former as well as Latter is ſo Ne- 
1 ceſſary a Means to ſecure their Eternal Happineſs. 

. 
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3. A Wrong Apprehenſion of the Naturg of Prayer; IP 
For ſuch is the great Subtilty of that Wicked one ; 
the Devil, as to make Men generally look upon Prayer H 
but on One ſide, only as à Piece of Homage to Another to 
Being and as an Inſtance of our Own Inſufficiency or, Weake | eq 
neſs; which confiderations being Ungrateful to the th 
Natural Pride of Man do direftly tend to create in I pr 
Men an Averſion to and Unea(imeſs.in the duty of Prayer, 
Whereas would Men but conſider or look on Prayer | p, 
on the Other ſide as it is of Infinite Advantage and to 
Benefit to us, as it is really an Infinite Priviledge, and m 
1 Honour, that God ſhould vouchſafe us not only Leave ; 
|| but alſo Opportunity, ſo Frequently to Come even 
into his Own Houſe or Courts, where he is Preſent in à | an 
more eſpecial manner to hear and receive our Prayers: is 
theſe confiderations (if duly. weighed) could not but de 


e % r — ü >" 5 > — 
 —e — — * — — 
% 


* make Men eſteem it not a Burden but a Bleſug: Not | Pr 
|| ſo much 4 piece of. Service, as 4 piece of the Higheſt | Ex 


Honour te? 


n bx L463; - 
$, Honour We are Capable of, Publickly to Attend God in - 
Ys his Holy Houſes or Churches, | 
How ought we to Behave our ſelves at the Pub. | | 
d lick Service of God? Vo 
n- 4. With the greateſt Devotion of Soul or Atten« 
4. tion of Mind we can, and alſo with a profound Out- 
g. ward Reverence of Body. And therefore in order to 
keep Cloſe our Attention, all care is to be taken, to 
ly keep our Eyes from Wandering and Gazing .about upon 
others ; and 'tis very adviſable, to bring along with 
at- us our Bibles and Common- Prayer Books, and to Read 
ri- | in them the ſeveral parts of Divine Service. In order 
nd to the Outward Reverence of Body, it is our Duty care- 
ey fully to obſerve the Rules and Orders preſcribed by 
me | the Governowrs of our Church through the ſeveral parts 
ho of Divine Service, Kneeling or Standing, &c. when 
we are directed to Kneel or Stand, &c. by the Rubrick 
sor Rules ſet down in a ſmaller Print before the ſeve- 
Ne- || ral parts of the Commen- Prayer. 
„ What is to be done, when there are no Publick 
er; | Prayers at the Church? 
ne; A. On every ſuch day tis highly requiſite for the 
Her Head (whether Maſter or Miſtreſs, &c.) of every Famil 
ther || to call together, at leaſt Once in the day, the Family 
ak. | to Prayers, to which purpoſe tis Adviſable to take 
the | the Miniſter's Directions, what Family-Prayers are 
in ¶ proper or moſt fitting to be made uſe of. | 
* Having ſeen our Duty in reſpe& of Publiok 
ayer | Prayer, whether in Church or Family; come we now 
and to conſider our Duty in reſpe& of Private Prayer: tell 
and me therefore, how oft Every perſon is bound to pray 
eaVe | in Private or by himſelf? | 
ven A. Twice a day, namely, Mornings at our Riſing, 
in and Nights when we are going to Bed. And this 
ers: is an indiſpenſable Duty, inſomuch that Whoſoever 
but does negle& Either of theſe Returns of Private 
Not | Prayer, is guilty of a great and inexcuſable Sin. But 
gheſt | Every truly Pious and Religious Man will nt Cen- 
mour | tent himſelf with the very Loweſt degree of Duty — 
cas 
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chis and therefore will accuſtom himſelf to 

y Oftener in Private, as did Holy Men of old, ſome 
5 whom we read in Scripture prayed (a) Three times 
a Day (to wit, at Morning, Noon, and Night) ſome 


(b) Seven times a Day, &c. And this as They did, 


ſo Every Pious Man will do in ſome meaſure above 
the Lowe ree of duty : Becauſe he conſiders, 
that God in this caſe of Private Prayer (as in other 
Means of Grace) hath not Expreſsly enjoyn'd a Greater 
number of times, that ſo what-we'do over or as oft as 
we Pray, above Twicey it may be not of Bounden, but 
Affectionate duty; not of Conſtraint, but Love; and ſo 
the more Acceptable to God. (a) Dan. 6. 10. Pſal. 
55. 17. (b) Pſal. 119. 164. 75 

. — 5 it any matter, how or in what poſture a Man 
ſays his Private Prayer? 4 
A. It is a great matter. For when we pray in pri- 
vate, we pray to the ſame God, as we pray to in pub- 
#ck ; and ſo ought to pray with the ſame Reverence 
both of Soul and Body. And therefore as we ought to 
take all care poſſible, to keep our Thoughts from wan- 
ering ; ſo ought we to uſe that Humble and Fit poſture 
of Body for Supplicants, namely Kneeling, and that 
Decently, and not Lolling on our Elbows on Bed or 
Chair, except we lie under ſome Bodily indiſpoſition, 
which forces us ſo to do: Much leſs ought we to ſay 


our Private Prayers after ſo very Lazy and Irreverent 
a manner, as Lying along in our Beds, except only in 


the time of Sickneſs or when we are Not able to Riſe 
out of our Beds: For in ſuch caſes of Extremity God 
will mercifully accept of what we Can do, for what 
we Ought to do. Dan. 6. 10. Mat. 26, 39. Luke 22. 41. 
1 Tim. 2. 8. 

2. What Prayers ſhould a Man make uſe of in pri- 
vate, and how long ought he to pray at a time? 

A. Tis very adviſable for a Common Chriftiaz to con- 
ſult his Miniſter in this point and to uſe ſuch Prayers 
in his Privacy as he ſhall direct him. And as to the 
Length of his Private Prayers, that God has * 

c 
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left ke determined by every Man according to his 


Preſent Circumſtances ʒ only. we muſt take great care, 


that we do not — our Prayers mecrly out of a 
Di/like to the duty. 

Als there nor if Projer, left Ja in Seripture 
for our uſe, * Publick or Private 10 
i Yes there is, and that a-moſt Excellent c one i 
all Reſpe&s requiſite to Prayer. For there is a win 
Exquiſite. and Natural order in its Met hd or the 
Placing of its ſeveral parts; it is of no Greater Lengih 
than that it may be uſed in the Greateſt ſtraitneſs of 
time, that can be commonly ſuppoſed ; and not- 
withſtanding ſuch its Sharrneſs, it is moſt Compre- 
henſive, ſo as to take in A we need to prey for, Foray 
in relation to our Temporal or Spiritual condition. 
Inſomuch that ir may be Reaſonably allowed, that it 
is above the Rank or Reach of a meerly Humane 
compoſition, and could have been Compoſed by no 
other Perſon, than He that did Compaſe 3 it for the 
Uſe ef Us his diſciples, and who was God as well as 
Man, namely our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; whence tis com- 
—_— called the Lord's Prayer. Mat. 6.9. Luke 1 1. 

1, 2, BR „ 
Q. 333 
Lord's Praper? 
Our Father which art in Heaven. —_—— 
be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in Earth, as it is in Yeaven. Give us this day our 
Daily: Bread. And Forgive us our Treſpaſles as 
we Forgive them that treſpaſs againſt ug. And lead 
ns not into Temptation, but deliver us from Evil. 
—— is the Ringdom, and the Power, and the 
Glory, for ever and eder. Amen. 
9. Into how many. Parts may the Lorg' Prayer be 
diſtinguiſhed ? bes 
A. into a Preface | as beginning, Six etitions, and 
a Dozology or Concluſion, 5 abs 22h C 
lich is the Preface? _ , 1, 


which are heaven, 
— Hur Father which art in * wt 


— —— - 
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Why does our Saviour here teach us to ray to 


God under the title of Father ? 

A To inſtru& us that All our Hopes of heving 
our Prayers Acce Te and Anſwered by God, are 
founded in God's being our Father _— him our 
Bleſſed Redeemer. 15 

"2." Why does our Saviour reach us to tay; Dur 
Fathez 3 Mes hdr, 

A. To inftru& us thereby, that we: ought: to be 
concerned, and therefore to pray for, the Welfare 
not only of Oar ſelves but of All Mankind, more * 
cially of Chrift's Catholick C hureb. 

Why does our Saviour add to Nur Father this 
Exprefſi ion, which art in Heaven? ; 

A. To put is in mind, firſt, of the infinite Majeſty 
of God, and "that therefore E '6ught to pray unto 
him with all profound Rewerence both of Body and 
Soul : Secondly of his infinite Power, and therefore 
that he is Alle to help our wants, let them be what 
they will : Thirdly of his infinite Goodneſs, and that 
therefore he will moſt Readily and Willingly ye us 
ſuch things, as are Expedient for us. 

2. Which is the Firſt of the SIX Petitions by | 

A. allowed be thy Name. - 5.4 

135 What | is the meaning of chis Petition 2. . 

at Coq and. whatever does more immediately 
Refte to him, (as his Word, his/Sacraments, his Place 
of Publick Worſhip or Churches: 8 Miniſters, ec ) may 
have All due Regard ſhewn unto them, eſpecially by 
nor 2 Profaned « Or looked upon as er things: 
hat A* the Second Petition? : 

2 Thy Kingdom come. 2 

N. What is the meaning of this Petition 3 7 1h 

A. That the Kingdom of Grace may be extended 
over the whole World, or (which is the ſame) that 
the Goſpel may be preached. to and embraced by All 
people : And that the Kingdom of Glory or Eternal Hap- 
pineſs, which is reſerved for the Saints 3 in the World 


to come, may be Haſtened; that ſo wWwe with = 
| af 


nnn r 


88222 
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that are De pared in the True Faith may have our 
2 ummation and Bliſs, both in Body, and 


| wt What; is the Third Pt tition ? 4h js: 1 
A. Che will be done in Earth, as it is in Heaven 
 2., What ds the meaning of. this Petition? 

A. That All ſuch as Nrofels ro Delleue, the, Goſpel, 
may walk Worthy of it, or 80 f 00 r9..the R 
In and ſo may perform God's on Earth wit, 

he like Readineſs, Chearfulneſs, Sincerity, Zeal,. an 

Conſtancy, as It is performed by, - Angels and Saints 

N & What is the Fourth 21 — 4 

10 . an 
ve us this day our dai Ca . I 2501 

- \ the meaning of this Petition 

| £ That God would ſe bleſs: our Commer. , ng Hon«ſt 

Labour. and Endeavour, as thereby, to, give us from 

day to dey whatever is neceſſary for.qur Bodily Suſte- 

nance; and would likewiſe ſo bleſs us in a Con[crey- 

27 Uſe of... the Means of, Grace as Prayer Fm vate 8 and 

ict, e the Bible, &c. as thereby to give. 15 


lu 8 ure of Grace as is N for oh Eterna! 
welfare our Souls. = «Cir. 
A ha 


t is the Fifth Petition: E 


A. And fo be un our echt as we ene 
that Q 


What 1s — meaning © P chis Petition ? 4 
n. That God would be pleaſed: to Fqxgive; us, — 


ue whargby we treſpaſs 1 fed agpig! or * 
ras (or upen conditiun t 
gm . ai others that tr fre Jpaſ galt 


% 34 4 J. 7 1 Aten 
What's 1 15 > be learns "om this . wy 
fre 24 E. Treſpaſſe 7 our 

2 > ks will f erg ive, u.: we 40 not forgiue 


men their Treſpaſſes, God will not fal us ww Tre paſſes: 
and - re that Charity is a es o Gol, 5 16. 
to render our Prayers accepta ble ro od. Mater h. G 


Ih, 35s W 3t,; ; 5 fora 55 61 | 
" «Gen S. What 


AY Yn! 
What may be further learnt from this Petition? 
H. That Our being Sinners is no Reaſon xt all, why 
we ſhould not Uſe the Lord's ropes: foraſmuch as 


Chriſt here ſuppoſes All that ſay it to be Sis ; and 
teaches” er the very fe giming, 5 they 


are. Sinners, yet they may Hope for Pardori, hecauſe 
God. is their Father. According as in the r ole the 
reat, Motive and Encouragement to the Prodigal Son 3 
o Return was that he was to fo ys kurt: I will Nf Gi 
ariſe'#yd\go td my Father," an will ſay unto him, Pat ber, bo 
| 1 * 19. a 5 be 
D. What is the Laſt Petition? % i 
lo; e erben hes xe 
4 What is the meanin of this brich 74 2 
That God would be pleaftd not to let us fall 
o any Hy Calamity Ur oy ſuch Circumſtances || by 
Whatever as may prove a Tempration to ust Sm: Or If Eve 
11 if he doen ſee Good to make Tri of dür Faith +-£ 
nd Conſtancy ta him, that he would Enable us by his 
Wis Grace Nor th Meld to the Temptation, and ſa would Pe- 
1 Aer us from the Evil of Sin here and from the Evil of 
Eternal Puniſbment hereafter. * | 11 22 . th 
- 1+. How does the Chirch-Cotechiſm explain the 
| Mays a Patel th Lids Pro Tot rot 
— to know, What thou 'drſlre(t or God in this 
| nennen 
2 A It 2 it thus, [the Preface in theſe Words] 
IJ. deſire my'Lord God our Heavenly Father; who 
es the giver of all goodneſs, [then the Three Firſt 
Petitions in theſe words] to ſend his grace unto me 
and to All People, that we may ip. him, ſerve | Glo 
him, and bdey him as we ought to do. the Fourth 0 
Petition thus] And J pray unto God, that he will First 
ſend us All things that be needful both forourHouls and 
and Wodies; [the Fifth Petition thus] Ind that He [Our 
will be mereikul unto us and forgive us our Hins; | 2 
[the Sixth and Laſt Petition thus] and that it will [Ora 
pleaſe him to ſave and defend us in all 1 A 


* 


—_ 


— —— 


j nn 


0 53-1; | 
—5— „and that he will: us fr 
and wickedneſs and from our ps th Enemy 
6 the. Devil) and from everlaſting Death. þ "A 
What is the Danelogy or Conchulion of f thy 
* Breyer? 7 
. For thine is the Kingdom, ad ihe Paw, and, 
the Glory for ever and eye. 
A. What is the meming of. this ter or Form — 
Giving Glory to God? L ut > 6 
A. We dothereby acknowledg, tharco:God: Alone, 
beloh the Supreme Hamivion over: All th hings, that 4 ih 
him Alone is the Grep:yfiand, an Almiginy Power, 
that to him Alone is due the Greateſt Gly yadads 17a 
fore that as we are bound by our Neceſſities to Prax 
unto him, ſo we are bound in Gratitgge to Thank; ang 
Praiſe him by Giuing. him all the Glu w can, ia 
by ſhe wing forth bis Infinite ue re and chat Ion, 


Ever and Ever..' ud “ 
L. Whit is * meaning of the IG wordiinqþe 
Lord fbraxer Amen Ic AT} 00 (ve ge 92 


9 

.\ 6. Them meaning bf · i mougts to-this. ch "har Wha 
ever we have in the foregoing Prayer Dihred of oy 
to do, This we truſt, he will do of r 


goodneſs through our Lord Jeſus ind pl, 
that the Glory and Praiſe, which we 28 mer "Pl 
in — — , does moſt juſtly belong unto an 


* Imen, Which (is an Helpew v word, 
— in Engl ſignifies as much = hp be it 2 
What is to be ed from the Or rhe Th £5 


Six efitions in general \ 
4. That the Three Firſt Petitions bg to God's 
Glory, the Three Laſt to our Own Neceſſities ; by which 
Ord dp CheiſF teached us, that we alwa night in the 
Firſt place to be concerned and zedloud for & glory, 
and not Fill then to de caticerned for ora take care of 
Our Own wants. {7 
A. Wat is furthe?Gbſervable/a ro he PorticulaR 
Order of Each Petition 


* te Excellent Method in che 3 
| Placing 


- 4 
b " of ä „ hy > SY «Pp Ss. D 
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Placing of Each Petition. For we are raught eee 
in the filſt Petition, that? GO. my be GE oo 


which end we ire tauglit xo prùy in the ſccond Peti⸗ 
tion, that the Goſpel may be nad known ty and bmbraced 
0 all eople ; and in the third Petition, that A that 
embrace vhe Goſpel, may tit'atcovarnty to ehe Holy Rule: 
thereof: And having thus prayed for v hit rutes to 
God's Glory, we ate then tauglit to pray fon What re- 
lates to Our Own Neceſſities, namely, in the fourth Pe- 
tition, chat Goa would give us Ali thrngs necifalllith for 
eur Souls and Bodies; and to this end we arettaught to 
pray in the fifth Petition that. be wouln Forgive ur all 
our Sint Paſt, which mate um Unworthy es Necaiut of him 
and in need of; and chen in the and 
laſt Petition, that' be would ur from Sinning any 
more, and ſo rendering our ſelves again Unwortby of is 
Aries, iofoto inna e noted vt 
©, What may be learn'd from the Doxolegy ? 
A. That the word Prayer is taken to ſignify not 
only. Prayer properly ſo called, or a Begęing of God 
whit we ſtand in need of :burtalfo'Praifnorifhankſ- 


giving to God for ſuch Meroies as ue have. Already 


Received from him; anditliat it is du maſtiſſd unden 


duty not oy te Pray unte BU but ale un, 


tim Daily. TE OW NG 2438 (hole S493 3600 
1 iin dan Nen 0 + Nay ill 91141 n 


- 


oem es 291118 
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ceerning ele Sacrament , Baptiſm. 


70 


Q 15. Gow, 


Pained in his Church 4 416 
A Two only, as generally, (namely, in reſpect of 
All ſuch as are of Capacity, and have Opportunity, to 
Receive them) Neceſlary to ſalvation, that is to ſay, 
Baptiſm and the Supper of the Lord, CAE 
Q what mraneft thou by this word, * Peop! 


9 . « - F F 
er * 1 99 97 aA 1 J 2, 1 
many Sacraments has Chriſt or⸗ 
R 7 


t of 
„ 0 
ſay, 


nt? 
A. J 
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Anward and Spiritual Grace given unto us, (whic 
Qurward-and Viſible ſign was) Ordained by Chri 


A J,mean an Outward and Uiflble: Sign of an 


imlelf; hoth as a means whereby we Receive the 


e Inward and Spiritual Grace, and alſo as a 
Hledge. to aſlure us thereof, namely, of our Receiv- 


ing the ſaid Spiritual Grace. 


. 16. To begin with the Sacrament of Baptiſm ; 


what is the rd Uilible Sign or Form in 


„ in 
of the 


Baptiſqm? 1 

A. water, wherein the Perſon is 
the name of the Father, and of the Hon, and 
Q. Why are we Baptized in the Name of the Father, 
and of thy Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt? 1 

4. To Declare our Faithiu God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, into which Faith we are then Baptized, 
and by which we are to Hope for Eternal Salvation. 

A. Why are we Baptized with Water? | 

A. To denote thereby the myſtical or ſpiritual 
Waſbing a wag ef our Sins in the Laver of Regeneration 
or Baptiſm. Ad, 22. 18. TF. 4. & | 

Q Is-Water-Baptiſm,. when. it can be had, ſo neceſ- 

ſary, that we cannot be Regenerated and Admitted 


is Baptized 


Jinto Chriſt's Church without jr? 


A. It is ſo neceſſary: for our Saviour has expreſsly 
told us, that (c) except we be born of Water as well as 
of the Spirit, we cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven: 
and accordingly we read, that tho' (d) St. Paul was 

alled immediately by. Chriſt himſelf, and by him 
declared ro be a Choſen Veſſel, yet he was, required to 
be Baptixed in order to waſh away his Sins, as alſo that 
(e) St. Peter declared it neceſſary, that Cornelius and 
his Companions ſhould be Baptized with Water, tho 


yy 


hey had afore received the Holy Ghoſt. (c) John 3.5. 


d) 4459.6, 15, 17, 18. Ad, 22. 10, 14, 16, (e) Afts 

10. 47. Tit, 3. 15. | | 
bat is hence to be learnt in reference to the 

People called Ruakers? 4 I 
N A. That 


ke. 0 Uf thar | | 
A 5 Eve (as 7274 —— the — , 
1 P:ſm of the Spun. For it 15 evident; that our Saviour 
. requires er. Baptiſim as well as Spiritual Bapti ſm for 
1 to qualify us to Enter into I Hingdem of Herve and 
=, it is alſo eyident from the foregoing Inſtance of Cor- 
'q nelius, and h Companions, that 8 ne- 
| deſſary even 2 yard 1 ” 
4 Holy Spirit, ig prder to make them truly Chriſhans; a 

4 thee ore WHY foe warl? Of Wafer Bapriſur the-Snakers 
1 enn by no ments be rruly ant property call'd Ciriſftians.. 


* 


2. Does the Church of England Require perſons co Lit 
i* be BLpWLSY bi Dipping E 45 5 

F A. Ves it does ſo; (as may be ſeen in the Rubrick 4 
ar Rules of the Office to B#piiſm) and that ſo Far as 7 j 
to allow Poaring or Sprinkling of Water, only on Sup- ! 
poſition that the Perſon Bapti zed is #00 Weak to un- % 
dergo Dipping without danger of LifſgGQ. 8 
| 9 What may be henee learnt in reference to the þ 
People called ( Anabaprifts or) Dippers ? - 5 af 
A. That their Separation from the Church of England 
for the ſake of Dipping is altogether needleſs, and 
therefore Unwarrantable : Becauſe the Church of Eng- Ib my 
land does Not Deny them Dipping ; and therefore they. 
may keep the way of Dipping and yet keep alſo in the 
Communion of the Church of England. T2215 
. Q. 17 What is the Jnward and Spiritual Srace e, 
in Baptiſm ? | GN © 

A: Ie is that Holy (f) Seed or Principle of Grace, 
which is imparted to and implanted in the Perſon; 
Baptized by the Holy Spirit; and whereby is wrought 
in us Þ Death unto Sin and a New aut” 


| Age, Country, Seaſon, & 
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that is, whereby we become (g) Dead 
to or Freed from the Power of Sin, and are Regene« 
rated and as it were Born again, and become (h) New 
Creatures, ſo as to be Enabled (i) to Veld our Members 
Inſtruments of Righttouſneſs unto God or to (k) Serve 
God Acceptably according to the Terms of the Goſpel : 
I ſay; by this Principle of Grace or Gift of the Holy 
Spirit vouchſafed unto us at Baptiſm we are Regene- 
rated or Born ain; For (tis to be known, that) in 
our Natural ſtare or as we are Deſcended from Adam 
and Eve, ſo we were (I) born in Sin, bur being thus 
by Nature born in Sin and fo (m) the Chuldren 
Cor Liable to God's Eternal) Wrath, we are 
hereby (namely, by the Holy Spirit in Baptiſm Regene- 
rated and Born again, and ſo) (n) made Children of 
dap. God's Grace or Favour, being taken into Covenant 
tro with God, and ſo Entitled to All the Priviledges or 
a Bleſſings of the ſaid Covenant belonging both to this 
to Life and alſo to the Life to come. (f) 1 Pet. 1. 23. 
=* |, John 3. 9. (g) Rom. 6. 7. (h) 2 Cor. 5. 17. (i) Rom. 
16. 13. (6) Heb 12.28. (1) Pſal. 51. 5. (m) Eph. 2. 3. 

r sen) Rom. 6. 14. Eph. 2. 4, 5. | 

9. What may be learnt hence in reference to Origi- 
un- $59, of chat Corruption of Nature, which we de- 
tive from our Firſt Parents Adam and Eve? 

A. That the Guilt of Original Sin being wholly 
waſhed away by Baptiſm, and the perſon Baptized being 
Born again of Water and the Holy Spirit, and ſo put again 
into a Stare and Capacity of Salvation; we can juſtly 
blame Ou? ſelves Aline, and by no means our Firſt Pa. 
rents, if we miſs of eternal Salvation and incur eter» 
nat Damnation: Foraſmuch as we ſhall neither Loſe 
Heaven nor be Damned te Hell for Original Sin or that 
vinfulneſs of Nature we derive from Adam and Eve; 
but orily for o Own Actual Sin or ſuch Sins as we 
Dur ſelves have willfully committed and have not Re- 
nerted' & „ Exet. 19 4. 30; Mat. 25 46. 2 Cor. 5. 10. 
X Whit is fufther obſervable in reference to che 
ward and Spiritual Grace of Baptiſm ? u 

I A, That 


/ 
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A. That there is a vaſt difference between being 
Dead unto Sin and being Dead in Sin, To be (o) Dead 
in Sin, is, to Live in an habitual courſe of Sin with- 
out any Concern or Reſtraint, to (p) ſell or give ones 
(elf over to Work Wickeaneſs, ſo as not to hearken ei- 
ther to the Inward Checks of Conſcience or the Outward 
Calls of Miniſters to Repentance; not to be wrought 
upon by any methods of God's Mercy in ſparing and 
lengthening our Lives, (&.) or of his Judgments in 
Viſiting us with Sickneſs, &c. but to be as one Dead 
and ſo (q) Peſt feeling or having Any ſenſe and con- 
cern fot his Future ſtate and condition. Whereas 
r) being Dead ts Sin is to Renounce and inwardly 
deteſt whatever is Sinful, to have no Pleaſure or Sa- 
tis faction in it, but to ſhun. and avoid it to the utmoſt 
of our power; and whenever we do fall into Sin 
througb Weakneſs or Surprize, as ſoon as we conſi- 
der of it, to be Unfeignedly Sorry for the ſame, and 
heartily and without any delay to Repent of it. In ſhort, 
to be Dead in Sin is the ſtate of one that is Unregene- 
rate; to be Dead unto Sin is the ſtate of one that is 
Regenerate. (o) Eph. 2. 1, 5. Col. 2. 13. (p) 1 Kings 
21. 25. (q) Eph. 4. 19. 1 Tim. 4 2. (r) Rom. G. 21, &c. 
Q. 18. What is required of Perſons to be Baptized. 
A. Repentance, wherebp they, (not only Reſolve 
and Prom:ſe to, but actually and without delay do) 
forſake Sin, ſo as not any longer to Allow them 
ſelves in tlie practice of Any One Sin whatever, but 
forthwith to ſzt about Amending whatever was afore 
Amiſs in them; and Faith, whereby they Rtedfaftly 
Believe (whatever is Revealed or made Known to 
them in the Holy | Scriptures, more particularly) the 
Pꝛomiſes of God chat upon a Sincere Performance of 
their Baptiſmal Vow, they ſhall enjoy God's Favour 
here and Eternal Happineſs hereafter) made to them in 
that Sacrament of Baptiſm. 
Q. 19. Why then are Infants Baptized when by 
reafon of their tender age they cannot perform Them, 
namely, Repentance and Faith? ._  * F be 


2 © mt ww ewwm. 
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A. Becauſe they (the Infants Baptized promiſe to 
Them Both (to wit, Repentance and Faith) 
by their Sureties, which Promiſe of their Sureties 
when they the Infants come to Age, themſelves are 
bound Actually to Perform: foraſmuch as the ſaid 
Promiſe contains Nothing in it, but what is the Duty 
and Intereſt of the Infant Baptized to perform, tho' his 
Sureties had never promiſed the ſame ar Baptiſm in his 
name. | 5 
2. Are there any Grounds in Scripture for Infant- 
Baptiſm ? OTE vm; | 
A. Yes, very Good grounds, and ſuch as are alto- 
gether ſufficient co ſatisfie Unprejndiced perſons of 
the Reaſonableneſs and Duty of ir. For we read in 
Scripture, that God expreſsly commanded that In- 
fants under the Law ſhould be Circunici fed ; and in 
parity. or likeneſs of Reaſon God doth by the Same 
command direct vnfants under the Goſpel to be Bapti- 
xed. For what Circamtiſion was under the Law, the 
ſame is Baptiſm undet the Goſpel; and therefore if In- 


fant were fit to be Receiv'd into Covenant with God 


by Circumciſſon, though they were Nor capable of Actual 
Repentance and Faith; then are they likewiſe fit to be 
Received into Covenant with God by Baptiſm; tho” 
they are Not capable of Actual Repentance and Faith. 

Exod: 17. 10, 12. Rom. 2 28, 29. - 

2. What may be hence learnt in reference to Ana 
baptiſts or ſuch as Separate from eur Communion on ac- 
count of Infant. Baptiſm? An 

A. Not only that they are Guilty of Great Weakneſs 
and Miſtake as to the Lawfulneſs of Infant-Baptiſm; 
bur alſo (and which is much worſe). that they are 
Guilty. of a great Sin in Separating from the Communion 
ef our Church on an account ſo unwarrantable, as for 
Other reaſons, ſo for this eſpecially, namely, that 
Our Church does allow of Baptiſm to ſuch as are of 
Riper years, and accordingly has a Particular office for 
that puipoſe. 7 a 

©. Why does the m—_ of England require, that 

1.2 the 
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the perſon Baptized ſhould have Witneſſes, or Syreties, 
or as they are commonly called Goafathers and Ged- 
mothers ? ""ITNNW7" 6 19:33:71 
A. For (ſeveral. and weighty reſon? 

i. In conformity to the Aucient Practice in the (s) 
Jewiſb and alſo Chriſtian Church. (s) Iſa. 8. 2, 3. 
2. For the Better providing, that the Child Baptized 
might be brought up in the fear of God, there being 
Four or at leaſt Three perſons More beſides the Parents 
(for 'tis a Groſs miſtake that the Church deſigns to 
Exclude Parents from the like care) hereby ſolemnly 
Engaged to take care, that the Child is Religiou/ly 
brought up. To which may be added 1 
3. That as our Regeneration or New Birth is altos 
gether different from our Natural Birth; ſo it ſeems 
moſt Agreeable thereunto, and moſt Adviſable in or» 
der to Repreſent or Manifeſt the ſaid Difference to 
Common Peaple, that the Perſons ou whoſe Promiſe made in 
our name We are Baptized and fo Regenerated or Born 
again to God, ſhould be diſtinft from our Natural Pa. 
rents, And hence it is that as the Pesſons who are 
the Infiruments of our Natural Generation or Birth are 
called owr Fathers and Mothers after the Fleſh; ſo the 
Perſons that are ſo Charitably Inſtruments! to our Re- 
generation or New Birth, as are our Sureties at Baptiſm, 
are called out Fathers and Mothers after or in God, or 
(as it is commonly expreſſed in ſhort) Godfathers and 
Godmothers,  ( | | 
A Bur was it not Better to lay afide Godfat hers and 
Geamothers, fince there are ſo Few of them that Con- 
 ſcientiouſly perform their office? | 
A. The 4buſe of Any thing that is Good or Expe- 
dient in it ſelf (is indeed a ſufficient Argument, that 
Thoſe that do any ways Abuſe it, are highly Blameable, 
and ought to do Otherwiſe ; but it) is no Argument 
that the Thing it ſelf ought to be laid aſide or nat uſed 
any longer. For then we muſt as well lay aſide All 
Religious Duties, ſince Prayer, Sacraments, Hearing 


Sermons, Reading the Bible, &c. not only are Gy of 
| , eing 
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ie, | being. Abuſed but are actually Abaſed, and that very 
much by many N And hence may be clearl 

I ſeen the great Weakneſs of the Objeftipns made uſe 
of of by Diſſenters againſt ew Church on agcaunt of God. 
(s) | fathers and Gadmathers, | | 

A. Linc Godfatbers and Cadmat hers are {q expedient 
ted and therefore not to be taken away; what is to be 
ng thought of ſuch as Refuſe 20 ftavd Godfathers or God 
wts © mothers, when deſired by any Neighbour ? | 
to A. Tis certain that they do Extremely Ill, inaſmuch 
aly 2s they Refuſe to do One of the Greateſt Acts of Charity, 
chat they are Capable of doing to the Soul of 4 Child; 
and this perhaps on ſome frivolous Puncłilio, not to 
lay, piece of Pride; or elſe on no Better motive than 
to Avoid ſome uſual Expence in ſuch caſes ; Not, but 
that on the other ſide tis much to be Wiſhed, that 
A ſuch expences (they being no ways Neceſſary to 
the Spiritual Duty of a Gadfather or Gadmother, and do. 
ern ing only Prejudice therero by making perſons Unwile 
Pas ing to Undertake them) were brought as Low 45 poſſi» 
are ide, or quite taken awgy. | 
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* SECTION the Third. 
om, Concerning the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 
or 


nd We come now to the Other Sacrament of the 
New Teſtament, and which is commonly called Barely 
nd If he Sacrament, but more Diſtind ly the Lord's Supper: 
on- Tell me, why is it called the Lord's Supper? 
A. Becauſe our Bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chr took occa- 
— ſion to inſtitute this Sacrament the Evening before he 
at [was Betrayed, upon his then Eating the Paſſover 3 
le, ¶ this Sacrament of the Lord's Supper being deſigned 
ent by Chriſt to be uſed amongſt Us Chriſtians inſtead of 
ſed the Paſſaver among the Jews: foraſmuch as Chriſt | 
Allis the true Paſchal (2) Lamb and our Chriſtian (b) 
ing | Paſſover, by virtue of whoſe Bloud we are ſaved from 
eof | Eternal Deſtruction, as the (c) 1ſrachtes were by, oy 
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bloud of the Paſchal Lamb from the Deſtreying Angel. 
(a) John 1. 19. 1 Pet. 1. 18, 19. (b) 1 Cor. 5. 7. (c) 
, $7, 2 43 7. | 
2. Are we Chriſtians obliged to Receive this Sa- 
crament at the ſame time of the day, or in the ſame 
poſture, wherein it was received at its Firſt Inſtitution 
or appointment? ER 
A. No more than we are obliged to Receive it in 
the ſame ſort of Room or Place wherein, or with juſt the 
fame Number of Perſon or Other Circumſtances where- 
with, it was at Firſt Received. As therefore Diſ- 
ſenters themſelves acknowledy, that the Sacrament be- 
ing at Firft inſtituted in a private houſe, in an upper 
room, with ſuch a number, &c. is No argument why 
it ſhould now be Received with the foreſaid like Cir- 
cumſtances; ſo for the ſame reaſon They ought to ac- 


knowledg, that the Sacrament being at fir Received 


in the Evening or about Supper- time and in an Eating 
poſture, is No Argument that it ſhould be Receivetl 
nom a- days at the ſame time or in the ſame poſture. 
Q. But whatever Poſture was made uſe of by the 
Apoſtles at the Firſt Inſtitution of the Sacrament ; was 
it not Better to uſe ſome Other poſture than Kneeling, 
fince Kneeling is, abuſed-by the 2apiſts to the Worſhip- 
ing of the Sacrament? F 

A. The Abuſe of Kneeling by the Papiſts in worſhip» 
ing the Sacrament is No more an Argument, why 
we ſhould Not Kneel at Receiving the Sacrament ; 
than the Abuſe of Prayer by the Papiſts in uſing of It 
to their Saints is an Argument, why we ſhould Nor 
pray. Beſides Any other poſture is capable of Abuſe 
as well as Kneeling ; and the Eating or Sitting poſture 
(which the Diſenters contend for) is as much Abuſed 
by the Arrians or Socinians (that is, ſuch as Deny rhe 
Divinity or Godhead of Chriſt and thereby the Founda- 
tion of the whole Chriſtian Faith) foraſmuch as Theſe 
make uſe of the Sitting Poſture, out of meer Contempt 
to our Bleſſed Saviour, and to ſhew that they Look 


1 * 
Q. 20. 


upon Him only as their Fellow. Creature. 
* 
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Q 20. Why was the Sacrament of the Lord 
Supper ordained ? | 

A. For the continual remembrance of the Sacri- 
fice of the Death of Chriſt, and of the Benefits which 
we receive thereby; Namely, Our Redemption from 
the Power of Sin and Eternal Miſery, the Purchaſe 
of Eternal Happineſs for us, &c. + 

2. In what Senſe ought the Remembrance of 
Chriſt's Death to be Continual? 

A. Both as it is to be Continued till Chriſt's Second 
(d) Coming, or to the End of the World; and alſo 
as it is to be Frequently celebrated, ſo as that we may 
Contiuually or always have a freſh and lively Remem- 
brance of it. (d) 1 Cor, 11, 26. EN 

2. How Often ought this Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper to be Received? | 

A. That it oughe to be Received Often, is ſuffici- 
ently intimated both by Chrift himſelf at its Firſt In- 
ſticution, and afrerwards by St. Paul. But no Pre- 
ciſe number of times is. expreſsly commanded, that 
we might have the Mr Room to ſhew the Greatueſ; 
of our Love to our Bleſſed Redeemer, by how much the 
Oftener we Commemorate his Death, though we are 
not expreſsly Required ſo to do. And that we are 
obliged in Gratitude, though not by Command, to 
Receive this Sacrament Frequently, is evident from 
the Practice of the Primitive Chriſtians, ſome of 
which Received it Daily, others every Sunday. And 
the plain reaſon, why Men now-adays are generall 
ſo Backward to Come to this Sacrament (inſomuc 
that Some come mot at all, Some but once, Moſt think 
they do very well if they come oftener than once in the 
Year) is a want of a Tru, Deep, Hearty, and Aﬀe#i- 
onate Senſe of the Infinite Love of Chriſt, in Dying for 
their Sing, or to ſave.them from Eternal Death tlie Wa- 
ges of their Sins, and in offering up himfelf a Sacrifice 
or being made a Sin-1f:rinz for to Expiate (that is, 
Appeaſe and Satisfy) Gnd's Juſtice and Wrath for 
the Sins of the whole World; oa which account ic 
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3s, tlidt this Sacrament ts faid in i atichif to | 22 
be a Remembrance of the Sacrifee of the Deich of I ſu 


fiſt. 115 wor" "7% of ba 
inet it is ſo highly the Duty of every Chriſtian || ,- 
to Receive the Sacrament fFequently ; What ſhall Such m 
do, as cannot ſe Receive it, becauſe it is not Admi- | 
niſtred above three or four times throughout the Year on 
in the Pariſhes wherein they live? 5 
4. As tis certain, that God will ae accept | ch 
of the Will for the Deed, in reſpe& of Sach as are A 
Sincerely deſirous to Receive frequently, and Cannot only x , 
for the Reaſon mentioned : So it is not in Charity to 
be ſuppoſed, but that upon Application their Pariſh 
Miniſters would be very Ready and Hea#tily Glad to 
join with them in bringing up Frequent, and at leaſt 
Mont hl; Communions. 3 55 
_ £. 21, You have been taught, that in every Sacra - 
ment there muſt be Two Parts, an Outward and an | 
Itward : Tell me therefore, What is the Outward , 
part or ſign of the Lord's Supper? 2 1 
A. Bread and wine, Both which the Tord hath ( 
commanded to de Received: on which Account the 
Papifts are juſtly condemned by us, for Denying the 
Cup or Wine to the Laity or Common People. | 
Q 22. What is the Inward part or thing ſignified 
in this Sacrament ? Leh 
A. The Body and Bloud of Chrift, which (as far 
forth as they are the Spiritual Food of our Souls, or 
Efficacious to our Eternal Salvation) are verily and 
indeed taken and received by the Faithful) or ſuch 
as Horthily partake thereof) in the Lord's Supper. 
Q. 23. What are the Benefits; whereof we (by Wor- 
— ee the Sacrament) are made Paxtakers 
Eerevp 5 TY 
A. The Strengthening and Refreſhing of our Houls 
by the Body and Bloud of Chriſt, as our Bodies 
are by the Bread and wine. For as often as we 
Receive Worthily, God does thereby give us New and 
Freſh Aſſuranges of his Favour and Goodneſs towards 
us, 
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us, and that We are True Members of his Church, 
and ſo Heirs of his Everlaſting Kingdom. And by 
ſuch Freſb Aſurauces of God's Mercies to us, and Our 
Own Happy State and Condition, we are Refreſhed 
and Comforted anew in our ps Iles, and 
more and more Strengthened and Encouraged to Diſ- 
charge our Duty, and Reſiſt all Temptations, not 
only Dangers or Any other Sufferings, but even 
Death it ſelf, this being to Us thus qualified no other 
than a Paſſage to Eternal Happineſs, no other than an 
Admiſſion into the Preſence f Chriſt our moſt Bleſſad 
Lord and Saviour. © 3 
8 A You have been taught that the Body and Bloud 
of Chriſt is verily and indeed Received by the Worthy 
Communicant, and that his Soul is thereby Strengrh- 
ened and Refreſhed : Bur tell me now on the other 
bynd, what befalls ſuch as Receive this Sacrament 

r | 
A. St. Paul teaclies us, That whoſoever ſhall eat this 
Bread, or drink this Cup of the Lord unworthily, ſhall be 
foot a Partaker of the Benefits of, but } Guilty of 

Sinning againſt the Sacrament of } the Body and 
Bloud of the Lord: and that ſuch Unworthy Partaking 
of this Sacrament does often bring God's Judgments 
of Weakneſs or Sicklineſs, &c» upon ſuch Unworthy Ro- 
ceivers in order to bring them to Repentance, or elſe 
upon their Impenitence will End in their Eternal 
Damnation. 

A. Since tis ſo Dangerous to Receive the Sacrament 


Unwort hily, Is it not the Safeſt way to Forbear Receiving , 


at All ? 

A. No, tis Equally Dangerous Net to Receive at 
All, as to Receive Unworthily, For as by Receiving 
Unworthily, we become Guilty of a very Great Sin, 
in (Not Diſcerning the Lord Body, or in) not having 
a Due Regard to the Body and Bloud of Chrift ; ſo by 
Not Receiving at all, we become likewiſe Guilty of 
a ve Great Sin, in not having Due Regard to the 
Expreſs Command of W and not only ſo, rs 
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that Solemn Command he gave us juft before he was Be- 
trayed, and ſo tq his Laſt or Dying Command. 
Again, our Saviour. has Ae y told us John 6. 53. 
that except e Hleſb anq Print his Blond, we have 
No Life in uu, that is, have No title to that Salvation 
which he las purchaſed by jbedding his Bloud for us; 


and conſequently cannot bg Saved. But fince there is 


no Middle State hetween Eternal Salvation and Eternal 
Damnation; therefore Not to be Saved is the very ſame 
as to be Damned. Whence it undeniably follows, that 
Not to Receive at all, is no leſs dangerous than to Re- 
eeive Unworthilyc . 1... 1 

Moreover 1 the Danger of Receiving the Satrament 
Unworthily iS a good Argument, why we ſhould Not 
Reyes, all; then the like Argument, will hold a- 
gainſt Praying at all, Reading the Bible at all, Hearing 
Sermons at it &c. becauſe Any of theſe Other Du- 


ties may be done Unwerthily , and ſo be turned into 


Sin to us; and inſtead of Furthering our Salvation, may 
Further aun Damnation. As therefore the Danger of 
Praying Du worthily, &. does not Excuſe us from the 
Duty of Prayer, or make it Sæfeſt, Not to pray at all, 
but on the contrary makes it Necefary that we be very 
careful to Pray Worthily or Reverentiy and Devbutly; 
lo the Danger of Receiving the Sacrament Unwort hily 
does not Excuſe us from the Duty of Receiving, or 
make it Safeſt Not to Receive at all, but only makes it 
indiſpenſably Neceſſary that we take care to Receive 
Worthily or as we ought. ory 
Once more, as notwithſtanding We may Pray Un- 


worthily, and ſo by our Prayers Further our Damnation 


rather than Salvation, yer we do not therefore think 
that We ought to be thereby Diſcouraged from Praying 
at all; but do however Pray, Truſting in God'sMercy, 


that after We have Done 4s well as We can, He will: 


thro' Chriſt graciouſly Accept our Prayers, tho" attend 
ed with Imperfections; ſo notwithſtanding We may 
Receive the Sacrament Unworthily, and ſo by Receiving 


Further Our Damnatien rather than Salvation, = 
c 


De 
53. 
e 
ion 
IS ; 
18 
nal 
me 
hat 
Re- 


ent 
Not 
a- 
ing 


nto 
nay 
r of 
the 
all, 
ery 
ly ; 
hily 
, or 
es it 
eive 


Un. 
3211, 
wink 
ying 
TCY ' 
will 
end 
may 
ving 


We 


1 69 ] 


We ought not to be thereby Diſcouraged from Re- 
ceiving at a; but ought however to Receive, Truſt- 
ing in God's Mercy that after We have Done As wel 
41 1 can, He will thro? Chriſt graciouſly Accept of 
our Receiving, tho? attended with Imperfettions. . 
Laſtly, and to conclude this Point: For Any one 
to imagine that there is More Danger in Receiving the 
Sacrament, than in Not Receiving at all, is in effect to 
look on the Sacrament as if it was Deſigned by ni 
that Inſtituted it, to be a Means (not of Grace, to pro- 
mote our Salvation, but rather) of Wrath to promote 
our Damnation : and ſurely This is no other than to 
2 Unworthy, Hard, Impious, and down- 
right Blaſphemous Thoughts of Chri#, our moſt 
Loving Saviour and Redeemer. Wherefore ſuch 
Thoughts as do thus manifeſtly tend to Pervert the 
Gracious deſign of the Sacrament, and ro make the 
Cup of Salvation to be look'd on as a Cup of moſt Deadly 
Poiſon, are without doubt the Suggeſtions of the Devil, 
in order to Keep Men from their Duty and the Benefits 
of the Sacrament, and ſo not to be Hearkned to. 
| & Since then it is thus neceſſary to Come to the 
Lord. Supper, and to Come Worthily : tell me What is 
required of them who would come Worthily to the 
Lord's Supper? | 
A. jd vo ran themſelves, whether they Repent 
them Truly of their Former fins, ſtedfaftly purpoſing 
to lead a New life; wherher they Have a lively Faith 
in God's mercy through Chrif, with a Thankful 
Remembrance of his Death ; and laſtly, whether 
they be in Charity with all men. 
2, Wherein does the Duty of Se. Examination con- 
ſiſt, and how may it be Beſt Performed ? 
A. Self-Examination properly taken is a Calling ones 
Life Paſt to Remembrance, and Sincerely conſidering 
how far it hath or hath not been Agreeable to God's 


Will or Commands. 


Now the Greateſt Difficulty of Se!f-Examination 1s 


at the F'rſt time this Duty 1. ſet about, becauſe then 


2 there 
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there will be Al the time of the Life Paſt to call to 
Remembrance. And therefore twill be requiſite for 
Any One before he Firſt goes about it, earneſtly to 
Pray to God in an eſpecial manner to Aſſiſt and En- 
able him, truly and faithfully to Diſcharge this great 
Duty: and becauſe tis very likely to be Too much to 
be Perfectly done at One time, therefore 'twill be re- 
quiſic to Repeat the fame Prayer every time he goes 
on upon the ſaid Duty. And 'twill alſo be requiſite 
for any Common Perſon to Guide himſelf in his Ex- 
amination by ſome Draught compoſed for that pur- 
poſe ; and, as he goes along, to write down (if he can) 
or elſe to commit to ſpecial memory the Gremer and 
more Heinous Sins of his Life Paſt, as Common Swear. 
ing, Common Drunkenneſs, &c. and particularly to 
mention and beg pardon for them Every time he ſays 
his Prayers as long as He lives. | 

The Duty of Self-Examination being the firſt time 
thus Faithfully diſcharged, it may afterwards be very 
Eaſily and moſt punQually, and ſo Beſt performed by 
a Daily Examination of Himſelf, Every night before 
he fays, his Private Prayers, and lies down to Bed. 
For as a Few Minutes will ſuffice to run over the 
Day Paſt ; fo the Memory being Freſh, it will be leſs 
likely for Any Sin more than of Natural Frailty to 
Eſcape his Remembrance. And if He has fallen into 
any other Sin than of Natural Infirmity, twill be con- 
venient not only to beg pardon for it in particular, in 
his Private Prayers that Night; but alſo to commit 
it to writing or memory, ſo as not to forget to Repeat 
it particularly in his Weekly Humiliation; (for which as 
Friday is the moſt Proper Day, it being the Day on 
which our Saviour died for our Sins, ſo Faſting or Ab- 
ſtinence as State of Health will allow, is a very Proper 
circumſtanee to be added alſo :) and again ſome ſhort 
time (as on the Friday neut] before Receiving the Sa- 
crament,. when it will be Expedient Particularly to 
Repeat and Beg Pardon for A the Sins above thoſe 
of Infirmiry or Natural Frailty (for which a General 


Con- 
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Confeſſion. 1s fufficient ) which he has fallen ling 
ſince the laſt Commanien, together with the Greateſt an 
moſt Enormous Sins of his Whole life. 
is plain, that by this method the Duty of Self- 
Examination may be performed, with vety Great Eaſe 
and Greateft Faithſulzsf; : and ſince tis no other a me- 
thod than what is practiced by Careful and Prudent 
Men in keeping their Temporal or Worldly Accounts, 
(it being uſual for ſuch to have their Day-book, where- 
in they ſer down their Daily Accounts ; and out of 
which they Weekly tranferibe them into ſome Other 
Book, which they again and again Review at Certain 
times;) How much more Willing ſhould Men be to uſe 
the ſame Care in keeping their Spiritual Accounts, as 
being of a much Greater and infinite concern to them 
Always to Know and Underſtand perfectly their Spiritual 
ſlate and condition. | 

From what has been ſaid it appearing Requiſite 
to Sel/-Examination, to have a Right Underſtanding 
of the Difference between Sins of Infirmity and Others, 
tell me, What are to be eſteemed Sin; of Infirmity of 
Human Frailty, and What Not ? 

A. Sins of Infirmity are ſuch as (notwithſtanding 
All the Care We can take, and therefore Againſt our 
Win) We fall into merely through Humane Infirmity 
or the Weakneſs of our Nature ſince the Fall of Adam. 
Whatever Sins We Commit for want of ſuch Care as 
is in our Power to take, theſe are Not Sins of Infirmity, 
but of an Higher Degree or Greater Sinfulneſs, as 
being to be eſteemed Willful. Thus ſuch Wandring 


Thoughts, as whilſt a Man 1s : Prayer come into his 


Mind Againſt his Will, and thſtanding He takes 
Al} the Care He can to the Cont (and which there- 
fore are incident to the very of Men ) are to be 
eſteemed Sins of Infirmity : but ſuch Waudrings as are 
occaſioned by willful Inattention or Gazing about at 
Church or the like, are Not Sins of Infirmity, but Willful 
Sins, In like manner ſuch Sleep as ſeizes a Man at 
Church Againſt bis Will and notwithſtanding his En- 
7 ; dea vour 
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deavour tothe contrary is 4 Sin of Iufirmity ;, Whereas 
ſuch Sleep as ariſes from our Careleſmeſs in what we 
are About, and which we do not Strive againft but 
Give way to, is not 4 Sin of Infirmity but Willful. 

Further, tho" Wandring Thoughts at Prayer may at 
Firſt be Tx Sins of Infirmity, as Ruſhing into our 
Minds All of a ſudden and Againſt our Will: yer if 
after that We become ſenſible thereof, We do not 
Preſently take off (or at leaſt, Endeavour to take off) 
Our Mind from them, but on the Contrary Dwell 
upon them or Give them Entertainment in our Mind, 
they hereupon ceaſe to be Sins f Infirmity and begome 
Willful Sins, So albeit that ſuch Sleep as ſeizes a Man 
at Church Againſt his Will or Endeavour to the Contrary, 
is at Firſt a Sin of Infirmity: yet if He finds Himſelf 
to be Apt to Sleep, He ought to Conſider impartially 
What may Occaſion it, and to Uſe Proper Means to 
Prevent it by Removing the Occaſion, as by Abating 
his Fill at Dinner, or Sleeping before He comes to 
Church, or the like. Otherwiſe if He ſhall Cine 
to Do what He has Reaſon to look on as the Probable 
Occaſion of his Sleeping at Church, ſuch his Sleep is no 
longer a Sin of Infirmity but Willful. _ 

Now Sins of Inufirmity being only the Effects of 
Original Sin or the Corruption of Our Nature by the 
Fall of Adam, the Guilt whereof is Waſheda way in 
Baptiſm ; therefore God will Not Impute them to Dam- 
zation. However they being in themſelves Offences 
againſt God, ought therefore to make us Humble 
before God ; _ to Confeſs and Beg Pardon for 
them in General, it being too Difficult a Task to take 
Particular Notice 6 All ſuch Our Infirmities. 


EFſal. 19. 12. 8 

L. Having ſeen What relates to the Duty of Self- 
Examination in general, proceed we to the Particulars 
thereof mentioned in the Catzcbiſm : and the Firlt is, 
whether we Repent truly of ouz former Sins, &c. 
Tell me therefore, how we may know whether we 


thus Repent truly ? 
N A. The 


1731 | 
. The Rule in this caſe is plain and certain; 
namely, that the Tree is te be known Only by its Fruit, 
and thereby it is Truly ti bi known. He therefore that 
upot Examination finds,that he conſcientiouſly makes 
uſe of All the Meant of Grace appointed by God, to 
Enable us to Refi Sin, and Diſcharge our Duty ; and 
that he doth not Allow himſelf or take any Secret Sa- 
tisfaktion in Any ent Sin whatever: but if he happens at 
any time through Ignorance, Surprize, Natural frailty 
or ſtrength of Temptation to Fall into Any Sin, as 
ſoon as he comes to know and conſider what he has 
done, he'is ee Sorry for the ſame, and be 
Pardon for it, and watches carefully againſt it for the 
future, and is thus Continually at Open War and ap 
his Guard again# Sin, though he catinot perfectly Con- 
quer it; | He that upon Examination finds that he 
brings forth Theſe Fruits of Repentant', muy Reſt Aſſured 
that he truly repents.' On the other hand he that upom 
Examination finds, that he doth Not bring forth Theſe 
Fruits of Repentance, muſt know that (howſoever he 
miy flatter and deceive himſelf, yer) in truth and 
reality he doth Nor Repent. 955 
. Proteed we to the Second Point of Examination, 


1 


namely, we have a Lively Faith in God's 
mercy - Chrift, &c. Tell me, what it is to 
have ſuch a Lively Faith? 


A. To have ſuch a Lively Faith is for the Perſon 
who comes to the Sacrament Fitmly to Believe, that 
God of his Mercy through Chriſt is moſt Ready and 
Willing to Save All Mankind and ſo Him in particular; 
and therefore that upon his then Coming Daly pre- 
pared to the Sacrament, God will Actually Forgive 
him All his Sins paſt, and Renew and Confirm his 
Title to All the Benefits of Chriſt's Death both here 
and hereafter : for which ineſtimable Benefit (ro wit, 
the Means of Grace here and Eternal Happineſs here- 
after) purchaſed by Chriſt's Death he ought moſt 
Humbly and Thankfully to Remember (in the Sa- 
crament) the ſaid Death of Chriſt, | 

What 


A. 


F . 2 
Q. What is to be underſtood by the Third and 
— Point of Self. Examination, to wit, whether we 

in Perfect Charity with All men? 
A. To be inPerfec Charity is to be moſt Read 
and Willing not only to Forgive All ſuch as have any 
ways Injured us, but alſo to Do to All Men whatever, 
All the Good we can, and that as in reſpe& of their 
Bodily, ſo eſpecially in reſpe& of their Spiritual ſtate, 
Wherefore to Tell men of their Sins, and plainly to 
Forewarn them of the infinite Danget they thereby 
Expoſe themſelves to; to declare Openly to Common 
Drunkards, Common Swearers, &c. as alſo to Schiſma-+ 
ticks, or Separatiſts from the Church of England, that 
they are in a ſtate of Damnation, is the Greateſt Charity 
that can be ſhewn them, Whereas on the other 
hand, to let Men Alone in their Sins, or to Do any 
thing that naturally and plainly tends to Encourage 
and Harden them in their Sins, (as Not to deny a 
Common Drunkard his Fill of Ale, to ſit ſtill. among 
Common Swearers without Reproving them or ſhewing 
any Diſlike, to be Familiar and Intimate with O6. 
ſtinate and Reſolv'd Separatiſts or Diſſenters, eſpecially 
with ſuch Diſſenting Teachers; but above all, to Give 
the Sacrament to Any ſuch) is the very Higheſt AQ 
of Uncharitableneſs that can be ſhewn — them. 
Not to mention other Particulars of Sinfulneſs that 
the Perſon Who thus Acts, becomes Guilty of. 

We have now explained the three General heads 
of Self-Examination mentioned in the Catechiſm, as 
Requiſite in order to Come Worthily to the Sacra- 
ment: but it being Requiſite to Come thereto with 
the Greateſt Satisfaction poſſible, tell me further, in 
what ſenſe ſuch as are ſo Qualified as is above re- 
nies, by the Catechiſm, are ſaid to Receive Wor 
thily 


A. Tis then to be known, that there is to be di- C 


ſtinguiſhed a rwofold ſort of Wort hineſt, one of whic 
wot be called a Legal or Self-worthineſs ; the other, 

©o/pel or Chriſtian Worthineſs, Now Self-worthineſ' 
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nd conſiſts in Perfect Righteouſneſs or an Actual Un- 
we | ſinning obedience; and ſuch has been performed on- 
by che Man Chriſt Jeſut our bleſſed Lord and Sa- 
viour, no other Man being capable thereof ſince the 
fall of Adam : for which feaſon God of his infinite 
mercy doth Not require this Self. wort hineſs in order |; 
to Fir us for the Sacrament. Nay, on the contrary, ö 
it is required that we ſhould know and confeſs Out \ 
ſelves to be altogether Unworthy in this reſpe&, br ' 
elſe we are guilty of Spiritual Pride and ſo Unworthy - 
to receive, Accordingly our Church in its excellent 
Communion Office teaches us to fay, that We do not pre- 
ſume to Come to the Table of the Lord, truſting in (our 
Self. worthineſs er) Our Own Righteouſneſs, bur in ö 
his manifold and great Mercies; that we are Not (of or . 
in our ſelves) Worchy fo much as to gather up the 
2 ander his Table, or to offer unts him any Sacri- 
ce, &c. 5 To 
As for Goſpel Righteouſneſs, it conſiſts (not in an 
Actual Unſinning but) in a Sincere, though Imper- 
fe&, obedience, that is, in a Sincere Deſire and Actual 
Endeavour (as far as the Frailty of onr Nature will 
permit) to Do the Will of God, and in a Daily Re- 
me for our Daily Failings, together with a Firm 
#th that God will chrough the merits or for the ſake 
of Chriſt Accept ſuch our Sincere and Penitential 
(chough Imperfe&) obedience inſtead of a PerfeR 1 
tence ; and in this ſenſe it is, that our Church 
plainly and truly declares, that All ſuch as repent them 
truly of their Sins paſt, have 4 lively and 97775 Faith in 
Chriſt, intend to lead a New Life, and are in perfect Charity 
with All Men, are Meet or Worthy partakers of the 
"fl Bleſſed Satrament. | 
2. What may be hence learnt in reference to ſuch ; 
Ja are wont (as they think) to Excuſe themſelves from | 
" Coming to the Sacrament on account of their being 
Unwort 
A. That it is in reality or truth no manner of Ex- 


Jeaſe. For if thereby ſuch yours moan, that they 


are 
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are Not in or ef themſelves Worthy to come; tis indeed 
true that they are Not, hut then (as they can never be 
ſo) neither is it Ex pected that they ſhould be Worthy in 
this ſenſe: nay to be truly ſenſible that we are Not 
ſelf-worthy is one Main Qualification to make us Wor- 
thy in the true ſenſe. On the other hand if ſuch 
perſons mean, that they have not 4 Goſpel Waorthineſs, 


cis true they are Unworthy, but ſuch their Unwor.. 


thineſs will not excuſe but _—_ their Damnation, 
. — to ſay, that one hat h not à Goſpel worthineſs, is the 
ame as to ſay, that he doth not truly repent, that he doth 
not purpoſe to lead à new Life, that he has not Faith in 
God's mercy through Chriſt, that he hath not a thankful 
remembrance of Chrift's Death, and that he is not in per- 
fett Charity with all Men. Now whoſoever is Thus, is 
indeed Unwort hy of the Sacrament ; but then he muſt 
know that he becomes alſo hereby altogether Unworthy 
of the Benefits of Chriſt's Death or Eternal Salvation. 
2. But what if after all that a Wel-diſpoſed Perſon 
can do, he is not of himſelf Able perfectly to ſatisfy 
himſelf as to his being Worthy to come to the Sacrament ? 
A, In this caſe as he lies under a Spiritual Diſtemper, 
ſo he ought to betake himſelf to his Spiritual Phyſician 
or Miniſter, and after he has (by truly and faithful] 
Anſwering ſuch Queſtions, as his Miniſter ſhall thin 
proper to put to him) ſincerely and fully laid Open 
his Spiritual ſtate and condition, he (as One not able 
through his Indiſpoſition to make a Right judgment 
of Himſelf) ought to Reſign himſelf Entirely over 
ro the Guidance and Direction of his Minifer. And 
therefore if his Minifter ſhall ſee no juſt reaſon to 
judge him Unwort hy to receive, let him Receive with- 
out Any more adoe, or without Giving any Regard 
to his Unreaſonable ſcruples, but rather Looking on 
them as Suggeſted to him by his Spiritual Enemy 
the Devil, only in order to Fright him from the Sacra- 
ment, and ſo to Keep him from Reaping the Benefits sf 
ſo Great a Duty, this being uſually the Laſt Artifice 
of the Devil, when Others prove Ine ffectual to this 
purpoſe. | 9. Hyw 
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Q. How ſoon or at what Age ought Perſons to Begin 
to Receive the Sacrament ? 

A. As ſoon as they come to Tears of Diſcretion, fo 
as to be Able or Capable Rightly to underſtand the 
Duty of the Sacrament as to the ſeveral Particulars 
abovementioned and explained. For 'tis certain that 
the Sooner or more Early Perſons begin this moſt ſo- 
lemn duty of Chriſtianity, the more Acceptable will 
be their Performance thereof to God, and they them- 
ſelves will be the Better ſecured from falling into the 


Sinful courſes of this World, and ſo the Better enabled 


to walk in the Commandments of God All che re- 
maining part of their Lives. Wherefore as ſoon as 
Perſons come to be above Sixteen Years of Age, they 
ought to be put in mind of this Great Duty, of the 
Indiſpenſable Neceſſity they lie under to Diſcharge ir, 
and of the Faſt Advantage of Beginning it Betimes. 

In order hereunto tis very requiſite that they 
ſhould be Confirmed, that is, ſhould Publickly Confirm 
or Ratify the Promiſe made at their Baptiſm and in 
their Names by their Godfathers and Goamothers, by 
taking it actually wpor: themſelves, and for their diſ- 
charge thereof fhould Receive the Bleſſing of the 
Spirit by the Laying on of the hands of the Biſhop and 
by the joint and devout Prayers of the whole congre- 
gation, But if it ſo happens, that Confirmation cannot 
be had without conſiderable delay, it may ſuffice that 
Any Perſon is * fincerely deſtrous to enjoy the Benefit 
of Confirmation, and he may without any ſuch too 
long delay of ſo Important and Neceſſary a Duty as 
Communicating come forthwith to the Sacrament, and 
by Receiving thereof Renew in his Own Perſon or 
take upon himſelf the Baptiſmal Vow made in his 
Name by his Godfathers and Godmethers ; and obtain 
God's Grace to Aſſiſt Him in the Diſcharge of the 
ſaid Vow. | 

Indeed Receiving the Sacrament being One Principal 
Means of conveying God's Grace, and ſo Enabling 


* See the Kubrick at the end of the Office of Confirmation. 
L 2 us 


— 


+ 4.2 


us to Diſcharge our Duty; tis highly expedient and 
moſt 10 fo Young "ie deſi their Firſt ſetting out 
into the World ro make uſe of This as well as of the 
Other Means of Grace, that fo they may be the more 
enabled ro Withſtand the many and great Tempta- 
tions, which they are ſure to meet with in the World: 
Whereas on the contrary for Perſons to Delay Re- 
ceiving the Sacrament till they are come to a Greater 
number of Tears, or ſhall have firſt made ſome confidergble 
Progreſs in the courſe of Religion, is as Imprudent 
and Abſurd as if a Souldier ſhould refuſe ro rake 
along with him One of his Beſt Weapons at his Firſt 
Onſet upon his Enemy; or as if a Perton that lies un» 
der any Bodily Weaknzſs, ſhould delay to uſe a Sove- 
reign Medicine for Strengthening him, till he ſhould 
have Recovered conſiderable ſtreugth without it. 
ut ſince there are Some, who notwithſtand- 
ing All that Can be ſaid to them, Put off, and will 
not think of, or Prepare for the Receiving the Sacra- 
ment, till the Come to lie down on the Bed of Sickneſs 
or Death-bed : tell me [what is to be thought of the 
Caſe of ſuch ? | 

A. Since Receiving the Sacrament is a plain Com- 
mand of our Blefſed Saviour, and therefore to Live 


ina Negle& of the ſaid Duty is to Live in a State of 


Diſobedience and Impenitency ; hence ſuch  Death- 
bed Sacrament as we are ſpeaking of, and 4 Death-bed 


| Repentance may be july look'd upon to be in effe& 


Much One and the Sime. And accordingly tis Cer- 
tain that ſuch as think it Enough to Repent and Re- 
ceivg the Sacrament at the Laſt, and on their Death-bed, 
Act moſt en inaſmuch as they venture their 
Eternal Salvation upon Bare, and that too I. graumded, 
Pofivility. Tis true, that God hath promiſed For- 


_ giveneſs to, and therefore will certainly Forgive the 


True Penitent, whenever it be that he truly Repents ; 
but hawever God hath wo where promiſed to ſuch as 
fall Refuſe to hearken te the Calls of his Spirit and 


, Miniſters to Repemance All their li ves afere, that he 
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will Grant them the Concurrence of his Spirit or 
Bleſs them in the uſe of Any Means of Grace, juſt 
when they plesſe, and though at the very Laſt point ef 
their Lifs For as for the Inſtances of the Penitent 
Thief en the Croſs, and of the Lalourers called into the 
Vineyard at Eleventh hour, the Lateneſs of their 
Repentance was occaſioned by the Lateneſs of their Call; 
and they were no ſeoner Called but they hearkened 
therets,Repented, and Obeyed ; and therefore their Caſe 
was quite Different from the caſe of Such amongſt _ 
us, as though living within the Sound of the Goſpel, 
and from their Touth up continually Called uon, yet 
have continually put off the work of Repentance, and 
delayed the Receiving of the Sacrament to the ve 
laſt, In ſhort, a Death. Bed Repentance, if it be True, 
and Then firſt Receiving the Sacrament, if it be Ver- 
thily, will even Then be without doubt Accepted by 
God: but there being No certain grounds whereby to 
judge of the Sincerity of Repentance, and of the Mor- 
thineſs of Receiving the Sacrament in ſuch a caſe, tis 
impoſſible to have a well-grounded Knowledge, whe- 
ther the Dying Perſon doth Traly forſake his Sins, or 
Only his Sins forſake him, And on this account a 
Death-bed Repentance and Receiving Then firſt the Sa- 
crament can afford No WarrantableGrounds for Hopes 
of Mercy and Acceptance, and therefore No well. grounded 
Hopes of Salvation. And thus ſuch as Put off Re- 
pentance or Receiving the Sacrament till Sickneſs or 4 
Death. bed, do thereby render the Means of Comfort In- 
effectual to themſelves at a time, When they Me ſtand 
in need of Comfort. 

Having ſeen the Neceſlity of Receiving the Sa- 
crament, together with the Advantage of Frequene 
and Early Receiving, and the Great Danger of Re- 
ceiving Not till upon a Death-bed ; and having alſa 
ſcen, What is to be Done Before hand in order to Ro- 
ceive Worthily ; it remains now in the laſt place to 
conſider, what is to be Done After Receiving the 
Sacrameat ? 

A. That 


( 80 ] 
A That the Sacrament obliges us to any New duties, 
which we are nor ebliged to Before, is a very great 
miftake ; and therefore if there be Any that Abſtain 
from the Sacrament, out of a perſwaſion that they 
are Not obliged to Such Holineſt of Life as Communi- 
cant are, they do but miferably Deceive themſelves, 
For Every one is obliged to Do and Obey All the 
Will of God, whether He Receives or Not, and there- 
fore Afore as well as After He Receives. Receiving the 
Sacrament was deſigned by Chriſt as a Gracious Means 
(not to Excreaſe, but) to Enable us the Better to dif- 
charge our Duty: and therefore the Great Proper 
buſtneſs After Receiving is, that we be Careful to 
make a Right and Faithful uſe of that Grace, which 
God does more and more —_— unto us at the Sacra- 
ment, by more and more Performing our Baptiſmal Vow, 
that is, by more and more Reſiſting and Subduing the 
Temptations of the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, 
by growing more and more in our Chriſtian Faith, and 
Walking more and more Obediently to God's Will and 
Commands. | 
Not that, after We have done All we Can, We are 
to Expe& Ever in This life Wholly to Subdue and 
Conquer Our Sin, or-to arrive at an Entire Unſinning 
Obedience. No, the State of a Chriſtian upon Earth 
is a State of War or Continual Fighting with, not of 
Triumph over, our Spiritual Enemies: Tis the Pecu- 
har Glory of the Captain of our Salvation Jeſus Chriſt, 
entirely to Conquer and Triumph over Sin and its Au- 
thor the Devil in this Life: All that is Required of 
Us, is, that as at our Baptiſm we liſted under Chriſt's 
Banner, and became His Souldiers, ſo we ſhould be 
Faithful to Him during this our Warfare. As there- 
fore a Souldier, tho' in undergoing many Engage- 
ments with the Enemy He may be ſometimes worſted 
and Beaten, yet if He doth not Wilfully and Deli- 
| berately Deſert and Go over and Side with the ren © 
1 nevertheleſs counted Faithful to his Captain: fo 
tho a Chriſtian in his continual ConfliQy with his 
ix. piri- 
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e> Spiritual Enemies may be Sometimes Overcome, yet if 
He doth not Deliberately Deſert the Banner of Holineſs 


im and Give himſelf over to Wickedmſs, He ſhall never- 
ey theleſs be eſteemed by Chriſt as a Faithful Souldier to 


. Him. 

5 Further, as a Souldier that has Deſerted, if He Re- 
* turn to his Colours, and by his Future Good Service 

uy approve Himſelf to be Truly Affected to the Intereſt 

he of his Captain, is notwithſtanding his Former De- 
ns ſertion eſteem'd a Good Souldier and Rewarded as ſuch: 

T4 ſo tho' a Chriſtian may be ſo far ſeduced by the 

er Tempter, as Openly to Deſert for a time the Banner of 
to Chriſt, yet if He Returns, and by Holineſs of Life for 


ch the Future approve Himſelf to be a True Penitent, He 
Ns ſhall be eſteemed by Chriſt a Good! Souldier or Servant, 
w. and as ſuch Rewarded. 

he Laſtly, leſt Any One ſhould be ſo far Deluded by 
i, the Devil, as to Imagine that Sin (tho' Pardonable A. 


1d fore, yet) is Not Pardonable After the Sacrament, and 
ad by ſuch a wrong Apprehenſion be tempted to Abſtain 
from the Sacrament, it has pleaſed the Wiſdom of 


re God to leave upon record in the Holy Scriptures a 
1d moſt pregnant or Convincing Inſtance that the Greateſt 
12 Sin (that is Pardonable fore) is alſo Pardonable After 
th Receiving the Sacrament ; namely, the Inſtance of 
of St. Peter, who within a very Few Hours After He 
wy had Received, and tho' He was Fore-warned, yer did 
ſt, Thrice Deny his Saviour. Now this, tho' it is an Ar- 
u- gument that Sin After the Sacrament is Fardonable, 
of and ſo afford us true Grounds of Comfort, Vet 
Fs however is by no means to be made an Argument or 
be Encouragement for to Sin After the Sacrament, accord- 
= ing to St. Paul, Rom. 6. 1, 2. Bbhall we continue in Sin, 
* that Grace may Abound? God forbid. 

ad To conclude the Whole, a State of Perfe# Holineſs 
Ii. or Unſinning Obedience, tho it is to be Earneſtly Deſired 
u. and Endeavoured after in this World, yet the Attain- 
ſo ment and Enjoyment of it is to make up Great part 
OX of our Reward in the World to Come. We are in- 
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© Gerd to Hunger and Thirff oftir Perfelt Righteouſurſs in 

__ -— This Preſent Life, but 70 be Filled n is Reſerved 
338 a Conſiderable Part of our Happineſs in the next. 

And indeed tis the conſideration of the Happinefs 


of an Unſinning State and Condition, as well as of G 
ad Immortality, which makes All Truly Pious and | 
Devout Perfons ſo Earneſtly Deſire and Long #fter 
Heaven, -- * 7 T. | | 4 F 1 2 . 
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For which Bleſſed State of Perfect Holineſs and ſo of 
Perfect Happineſs may All, that are Called thereto, 
and have been Baptized into the Chriſtian Faith, 
5 9 Prepare and Fit themſelves by Sincerely 
Folſowing after Holineſs here, in a Conſcientious 
and Faithful Uſe of the Meant of Grace, and 7 - 
_  ricularly of Receiving the Sacrament. For which 
„Mean of, Grace here, and Hope of Glory hereafter, 


' All Honour, Praiſe, and Thankſgiving be aſcri- 


bed unto God the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Choſt, now and for Ever. Amen. | 


